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INTRODVCTIOIV. 



It etppel^s by the Scriptures of truth), that in the 
fttdrbf fig of lti0 goi^piel disfi^naatioii, tlie afKMtles and 
bell^ve^d itf Gbiridtyfoudd it expedient to meet to-^ 
g4thtit for the purpose of divine i^orship, and fdr 
#1^ p^0iot)on of the causid of righteousness; mani^ 
feHtti%= a- godly eare for thei' presei^atibh one of 
adother, that all might walk by thp same rule, and 
mind the Biime thing, answerable to thilt prec^ of 
onr Lcnvi, >f One is yont mdster^ eve^ Christ ; snd all 
ye are- Brethren. '^ 

. But i» succeeding times^ the osefiiiBess of these 
mfeetmg^ was much lessened- by certain ineii) witU 
sefafish and sinister yiews,' assunring aiklboritgr, dnd 
eacercising lordship over the flock; It^ . bowever^ 
pleased the Almighty, after a lorig ntgbt of apostacy^ 
to bring many dut of that darkness which had over-^ 
spread the professors of the Christi&h religidn, and 
in process of time to gaiiier Us to bei a people, dis-^ 
tinguifiii^d by peculiar {principles and testimonies^ 
whicb we beliisv^ to be consonant with the: ti^ue 
HleJEuring of the Scriptures, and the teaclkiiigs of the 
Holy Spirit. 

• Agreeably to the practice of the primitive Chris- 
tians, we believe it to be our duty, not only to ; meet 
tog^er for the worship of God, but also for thjQ 

exetcise of a Christian care over each other» for the 
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3 INTRODUCTION. 

preservation of all in unity of faith and practice* 
For this important end, and as an exterior hedge of 
preservation against the temptations and dangers to 
which we are exposed, the following Rules of Dis- 
cipline are adopted for the government of Friends, 
overseer^, and meetings, with a view that in ^the ex- 
ercise thereof, the uftfaithful, the immpral, and the 
libertine professors may be seasonably reimiided of 
their danger and of their duty ; as well as of the la« 
bor which in gospel love hath been from time to time 
bestowed for their l^elp and recovery ; ai|d that such 
as continue to reject the convictions of truth, and the 
counsel of their brethren, aind refuse to be recluuH 
ed, may be made . sensible .that they themsiii7es are 
the sole cause of their separation frcim our reii-^ 
gious fellowslup and; oommunioub For /wkeii any, 
by their inoonsislent <ir .disorderly conduct, or: by 
imbibiiig ^a^ adopting principles and practices cdn- 
trary to the doctrines which we hold, have first 
openly manifested their disunity with the societyt it 
is just and requisite, that after endeavoring to re-* 
store them without effect, the body should testify 
its disunity with such erring and refractory mem- 
bers ; at the same time earnestly desiring that they 
may be convinced of the error of their ways, and 
that 'thro]iigh unfeigned repentance, and a eonsistr 
ent orderly conduct in future, they may be reunited, 
^his being the utmost extent of our discipline re- 
specting offenders, it is very evident that fjpom the 
right exercise thereof, no degree of persecution or 
imposition can be justly inferred ; for the imposition 






ipciatildv'rest entir^ on the part: of tUr^se wbo: might 
i&siJstf onr bi^Dg: iretarined a^^ membevsj tfiiil^^at 0{ieb 
Variance witb the body^^ltkerlm porincipleor^ac^idew 
f In the «dEininiBtratk>n of tbe Discipline, it is am 
tety* to treat .with offendersin tenderness and love^ 
a^eeably to apostotic advice^ '^Brethren, if a man 
i^ be ovebrtaken in a fault, ye which airc'spititual, ra^ 
f^istore such an one in the spirit of meekness; con^ 

sidering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.''^ ^tid 
actcording to gospel order, ^< if thy brother shaIH#cte£i 

pass against thee, go and teil him his fault between 
^ thee 'and him alone '$ if he shall hiear tftee, thoii 
^t:ha3t' gained thy brotber ; but if he wiil ' not heaf 
^ thee, !then take with thee one or two'iiidre, that in 
** the mouth of two or three witneisfifiSbTeyery. word 
t^ maybe established; lOidif he shall neglect^to hear 
ff them, -teil: it unto the OhArafar; but if heaeglecttor 
^} heflUP^tbe-Clmrdb, letbiiiiibb unto^thoe as a hf^allieJi 
^satojOLand apubiicam''< v //liVi ' ^^ : : ■ ■::? * 

for • the mord regular* and etf^otukl i3up))«ft '^ 
the order of the Soci^tyi, beside^ ''thd' » usiid meet- 
ings for the purpose of divine worship, others for 
the exercise of our Discipline are instituted, subor- 
dinate to each other ; as, First — Preparative Meet- 
ings, which commonly consist of. the members of a 
meeting for worship; Secondly, Monthly Meetings, 
which generally consist of several Preparative Meet- 
ings ; Thirdly ,Quarterly Meetings, consisting of sev- 
eral Monthly Meetings ; and Fourthly, The Yearly 
Meeting, consisting of all the Quarterly Meetings. 
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Meetiagfl iiMe distinct all0tmeiit8iof.8eiv 
noe; and ezperi^ace has abundaatiy iiMkwii, >4hait 
If heat ibfdy arc attended in iiumility and the fear of 
tjhe Lord, with a singte eye to fats bonor, and the 
bcncffil and edtftcaiion one of another, thsjr do .Mt 
requife man to preside in them; being fisfiorafi 
with Bpiritnal aid ami direction from the Uoiy^Ueaidy 
by which Friends are preserred in hars^ny and 
Christian condeBCjension. It is, thareCbre, tjbe Hindis-' 
pensaibie duty of Friends, in their oaeetitigs for tfatf 
exereisc of the Discipline^ humbly to wait for divine 
influence, which will endue with patience^ and 
quafify them in their several stations a^nd morie- 
nients, to build up one another in ''that f^ith which 
^Iworks by lore to the purifying the heart.*' 

^IFinallyi Brethren, whatsoever thin^^ are tviie, 
** jwhatsoewrer things are honest, whats6e*ftlr4hingfir 
^ aire jnst, whatsoever tilings are ^nre, whatsoerer 
'' things are lovely, whatsoever thiags are - of good 
^repoirt} if 'there be any virtue, and if tiies^ bo any 
^fnrais^* think cm these things*'' 
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nCSTIIfOS FOK WORSHIP. 
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Fiei£i!n9S are afibctionatelj and pressingly advisd^ 
Qn]f to attend all our pabKc meetings held for th^ 
solemn purpose of divine worship ; and carefully to 
ttroid permitting any slight pretence or wbfldiy busi* 
ness to occasion their absence from them ; dr induce 
(hem to leave their children, or those placed ilndeif 
their care j engaged in their temporal concerns ; bear-^ 
iiig in remembrance, that the solemn inquiry will be 
made. What hast thou done with those lambs comttiit- 
ted to thy care? Happy will it be for those who feel 
the supporting evidence, that they have endeavored; 
in preference to all other concerns, to train them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

When assembled. Friends should be diligent in 
waiting upon the Lord with fervent desires to b^ 
ikvored with the enjoyment of his life-giving pre* 
sence, and to be preserved from wandering thoughts, 
and from a lukewarm and drowsy state. Thus^ ten-^ 
der-hearted inquirers would be encouraged to come 
and partake in our solemn assemblies, of that in^ 
ward and spiritual refreshment, which is at times 
graciously imparted to the souls of the humbly de-^ 
voted ; who are taught by experience, that faithful- 
ness in devoting time to the attendance of religious 
meetings, qualifies to fulfil, with more propriety, 
the duties they owe to God, to their families, and to 
mankind. 
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MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP. 



Those wh6 frequently neglect, or do not season- 
ably attend our religious meetings, or go out and in, 
unnecessarily, or otherwise disturb diem, should be 
cautioned and admonished : and parents and heads 
of families are exhorted to have a religious care, in 
these respects, over their children, and those who 

are under their tuition. 

.1 . • ■ 

When any so manifest their want of love to Q^d^ 
and the unity of the brethren, as to continue to oeg- 
lect the attendance of pur religious meetiqgs,, «(id 
disregard the repeated advice of Friends, with re* 
§pect to this incumbent duty, they are to, be treated 
with by the monthly meeting to which they be- 
long, and disowned if their cases should appear tp. 
require it., ... 
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MEfJTiNGS for Discipline having by long efxpei^-* 
^nce been found of manifest benefit, to those who are 
conccmed to attend thetn, as well as to the Society 
at large, Friends are entreated to-be diligent in this 
inniportant duty, and to encourage the attendance of 
the youth, 

- -Meetings for Discipline are siubordinate and isic- 
countable in the following manner ; preparati¥e 
m^etiiags 16 ihe monthly mieietitig ; montMy meetings 
to the quarterly meeting ; and quarterly meetings t0 
the yearly meeting. 

No quarterly meeting is to be set up Or discon-s 
tioiMd, but by the yearly meeting; nb monthly m^eeti 
ing, but by the quarterly meeting ; no preparative 
meeting, or a meeting for worship^ but by the inoildily 
meeting, with the approbation of the quarterly meet- 
ing : and if at any time the yea,T]y meeting be dis- 
satisfied . with the proceedings of any of the said 
meetings, or a quarterly^ meeting with the pi:oceed-« 
inigs.of any of its monthly meetings, or a monthly 
meeting with the pi^oceedings of any of its prepara-* 
tive meetings; they are to render a full and cleaii 
account when required. 

Each established meeting for worship should be a^ 
preparative meeting, except iii cases where a qui^^ 
tnly meeting • shall judge it inexpedieif t- 



8 MfiBTIlfGS FOR DlgCIPUlTB. 

Business from persons not of our Society, slM^uld be 
brought to the preparative meeting, by the orersecrs. 

As the use and deaign of preparattvo lotsetings are, 
in general to prepare business for monthly meetings, 
Friends should be careful not to occasion unnecessary 
delay : and preparative meetings are Aot to rec^ve or 
disown members, nor decide in any case which ought 
to claim the attention of monthly meetings: and 
eadii preparative meeting sbc^uld keep a record pf ■ its 
proceedings* 

After the case of an offender is brought ^ io, ipeet*^ 
ipg, be is not to attend any of our meetingn^ fax t}u^ 
cipline. 

£acb monthly meeting should appoint a treaaur^ri 
who id to ketop a regular account of all moneys 
received and paid on behalf of the meetv)^.- 

MoiEithly joa^etiogs should carefully e»deavQ# to 
coAchido such busings at nuay come bfefoA^ thrai, 
without unneeeasaFy delay ; but ahoUld .af motathlF 
meeting find a subject too weighty or diffiouHtb de^ 
cide upon, it may be rembveid to the. quarterly mcet^ 
ing, and ia likie-eiaj»ner, after due careM tibe :qllal^- 
leirjy meeting' may remote it to the. yearly meetidg^f 
except in a cato where tfaeprivileiges of aniadtyid^ 
nil member are concerned, so as io'affei^ his ri^it 
of appeal ; in such an instance^ provUeft a montUy 
meetinjg. cannot decide, it may infb!rm the vfMoti&ly 
meeting, that a subject is before it, in which it desivea 
assiilttooe f add the quarterly meeting daJoald anoint 
a iCQpimittee, to ait with and assist the monthly meet* 
ing, and report ttek attendance : the merits of the 



JHEBTHfaS FOR DISCIPLINE* 9 

ease not tor be adverted to, either in their. report, or 
in the application of the monthly meetiog. 

Records should be made in every monthly and 
qaaxterly meeting, of such matters as come before, 
and are determined by them ; and they should, in 
all cases, contain a clear and explicit narraJtive* 
Minutes and reports which are sent from one meet^ 
irig to another, should be signed by the Clerk* 

Business from preparative to monthly meetings^ 
and from monthly to quarteriy meetings, should, in 
general,: be read ut the opening of the respective 
meetings to which it is forwarded ; together with the 
minutes of the preceding monthly or quarterly meet- 
ing- 

If any quarterly meeting request the records or 

minutes of another quarterly meeting, or any monthly 
meeting those of another monthly meetings it' is 
directed Uiat copies of such records or minutes, be 
accordingly communicated to the meeting request- 
ing them. 

< It is advised, that, in general, two representatives 
be appointed by each preparative meeting, to attend 
the- monthly meeting, unless the monthly meeting 
be composed of only one preparative Dieting : and 
that iBach monthly meeting appoint two or more re- 
presentatives to attend the quarterly meeting^; and 
a suitable number of representatives should be ap- 
pointed by each quarterly meeting, to attend the 
yearly meeting. Representatives are to present tbr 
the meetings they are appointed to attend, 8uch.busl<* 

ness as shall be given them in charge, which shall be 

3 



10 HEBTINOB FOR DIBOIFLINB^ 

iir writing. It is eamestlj desired, that relpt^seiita^^ 
tives weightify consider tiie impdrtano^ of their ap^ 
poititiiieiit, and cndeaTor to k^cp under a lively sense 
of tfa'^e interesting cotlcerns which may hare eiterdised 
superior ineetings, that they may be^ enabled tb cam^ 
nnmieitte them in a suitable manner tb tbe meetings 
by which they W^re appointed^ 

Comriritiebs should enter seasonably o^ the busi- 
fiess bf theii* appointinent, and agr^^ on a report, 
to be milde yerbaHy by dne of their number^ or in 
writings if the taso require it i and when they re^ 
poktfchebusihigss unaccomplished^ they should offw 
reasons thbrefor^ thkt the meeting may be satisfied 
there has been no unprofitable delay. 
' When-'Friemds appointed to serviced are prevented 
fribikl artt(mding to diem^ (and it is expeieted that 
nothings but siokn^^s, or other extraordinary caiuse^ 
will prfermht theiii,) they sboiild Tender an account 
thereof to^e meeting appointing them ) aUd^if they 
are representatives, they are also to render an ao«- 
eount to the meeting Winch they were appointed to 
dtbandw And it is advisedythat Friends doDot unne*> 
cessarily withdraw fh>m their meetings^ .imitil ikk 
businessrbe finished* 

3'hos6 who; give way to shsepnig in ^meetingsv 
j^hould not be employed in the Service of the Sdciety% 

Lest thi3 progress of truth in our religious Society 
be obi»trUcted by injudicious appointments to ser-^ 
vices in the Church, Friends, are advised to be 
weighty in their nominations ; that spiritually mind*- 
csdi l^ei^sohs, concteriled.to walk consistently with 
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their profession, may be separated to the service 
of the Society ; for the right maintenance of our 
Christian discipline, in its various branches, very 
much depends on a solemn attention to the point- 
ings of divine wisdom therein. 

In order that our Christian disciplide may he sup- 
ported agreeably to the design of its institution, it is 
:imp«rta»t tb^t ,%»A)1i$iKly faQeti«gs>ahf>uMl ^mf^ /<» Jthe 
a^Ssxmtifi «f ithe Sipuit ^ Tsiitb^.tbitf ..tbeyimAy.b^ 
/q^ati$«d:tQ Mtowi^t^.such a^m&e fWii^ mmf99m ^s> 
mmik\y na^p^ngs, aj oivfiPotitftQe^^ f^atl eoavii^^: 
ftfiAmmMy px^^k^&^^^.9^)m impfPfwd iig^ 

#f^iit ;ftf ithe JPis^iftpj s^ inBfib.depfl9jiP'«P sthfflr 
S^m »nd:PQ9Q^n ;^r<4l[p#iipfi|i@jrt.iW^ nM«t9«MMi9,flf 
^ ifliqlpsom^ je^S^jiftflK j$cfl8iweQ^ib|:^mfirtf 

M'^' ^^i^estly S»Bm^» .t^ftt ^r§ii^¥gif^J !«ftftfi@a»$l 

NT 

jii^re j^.of ,&ithfalQ»»^9A ^kip§rl)i¥i 4i6cto]^Hig, 
aitithidiligi^^9^iftpd .f^irQapi9pMtioi;»itl]|^^tr)i|fitiPQia^^ 
^ditojybm;; 8fi t^ie wetfiw^^iflf Pttrx^ligiow^^fifli€(|2[, 
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WOMEN'S SIEETINOS FOR DlSCIPUOf E. 



As women's meetings for discipline have been of 
manifest advantage to our Society, it is earnestly 
desired, that they may wait for the influence of the 
Spirit of Truth in their meetings, which will qualify 
them for a faithful discharge of duty, in that part of 
the discipline of the Church which properly apper- 
tains to them* And for this purpose, preparative, 
monthly, quarterly, and yearly meetings, of women 
Friends, having been established, are to be held at 
the same times and places as meetings of the same 
denomination by men Friends : and in all the cases 
which &hall properly claim their attention, the same 
;irules of governmcAt and method of proceeding are 
to be adopted by them, as are directed for the 
regulation of men's meetings ; except that it is 
'fibf thought necessary for women's monthly meet- 
ings to record mairiage and removal certtfita^s, or 
the lists of births and deaths : but they are to haiid 
to the men's recorder such certificates for that 
purpose. 

They are to make seasonable collections for 
the relief of the poor of their sex ; and should their 
own funds be inadequate to afiford competent relief, 
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they are to apply to the men's meeting, or to its 
overseers of the poor, for assistance. 

And it is advised that men and women be ready in 
all their meetings for discipline, to afford advice and 
assistance to each other, in all cases when requested, 
or it may appear best. 



/// 



MSOBTIlf^S OF BBOnSTJSlM Alf J> 1Ri;OWW> 



When the preparative meeting of Ministers and 
Elders, constituted as hereafter directed, is united in 
proposing to the monthly meeting for discipline the 
consideration of acknowledging a Friend a Minister, 
it is to inform the quarterly meeting of Ministers 
and Elders. If the quarterly meeting concur with 
the proposal, it is to give information to the monthly 
meeting of which the Friend is a member. Should 
both the men's and women's monthly meetings, after 
due and weighty deliberation, and the necessary 
attention of a joint committee, unite in approving 
the ministry of the Friend proposed ; they are to 
inform the preparative meeting of Ministers and 
Elders. The Friend is then to be a member of the 
meeting of Ministers and Elders, and information is 
to be forwarded to the quarterly meeting of Ministers 
and Elders. 

The Monthly Meetings shall once in three years, 
and oftener if circumstances require, appoint a joint 
conmiittee of men and women Friends, to consider 
of and report the names of two or more Friends of 
each sex, to fill the station of Riders. And when 
reported, a joint committee of men and women 
Friends is to be appointed to consider objections, if 
any should be made, and report to the succeeding 
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Hieetki^* If no objection should appear, ea^ meet* 
klg is then to consider deliberately, the appointment 
of its own Bex; and when united with, the names 
are to be reciprocally Bubmitted for the consideration 
of the other meeting ; and if approved they are to be 
* considered members of the meeting for Ministers and 
Elders, until the expiration of the triennial term, 
nniess sooner released; and information thereof 
shall be comnnsnicated to the preparative meeting 
ef Ministers and Elders. 

At each triennial appointment, those then in the 
Station of Elders, are not, on that account, to be 
eonsidered by the committee as ineligible* 

When Elders remove from one monthly meetii^ to 
another, they aire not to be recommended as Elders 
to. the 'monthly meeting to which they remove. 

. No Fnend shall travel abroad as a Minister, or 
appoint meetings, unless previously reccmmiended by 
the monthly meeting ; but it is not hereby intended 
todebitr.a Fiiiend, not recommended, from jaecotnpa- 
nyingv in a shc^rt journey, a recommended Minister 
travelhng.ini the ministry;; or, in a more estensi^ye 
one, if he obliain the concurrence of the monthly 
meeting ; and, iu: a. minnteigiven him, nothing should 
be) mentioned relative to his ministry* 

Wh6ti)a*Minister bas areiigious concern to tcavel 
in doie jobinktry^ withini the limits, of the quarterly 
meeting to which he belongs, the approbation of 
botb> tifate men's and' •women'd monthly meeting -should 
be <^tain«d,' caoept in appointing a few meeUogs 
Heat :Jbome,> when tha approbs^ioa of the Miniate»i 
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and Elders, collectively, will be sufficient : if his con- 
cern be to trayel in other parts of the yearly meet- 
ing, a certificate or minute will be requisite, signed 
by the clerks of both the men's and women's meet- 
ings, unless, in making a visit in a neighboring quar- 
terly meeting, the monthly meeting should judge a 
minute unnecessary* 

Should a Minister have a concern to make an ex- 
tensive visit among those not of our Society, or a 
general visit in another yearly meeting, the concur- 
rence of the quarterly meeting is to be obtained, and 
endorsed on the monthly meeting's certificate, signed 
by the clerks; unless from some peculiar circum- 
stances the monthly meeting should conclude that 
too great inconvenience would result from his wait- 
ing for the quarterly meeting ; the certificate of the 
monthly meeting is to be signed by tl^ clerks, 
or by the meeting more at large, as the case may 
require* 

When a Minister has a concern to make a religious 
visit to Europe, or to other foreign parts, as the 
clearest evidence should be obtained in the under- 
taking, the concern, together with the certificates 
of the monthly and quarterly meetings, is to be laid 
before the yearly meeting of men and women 
Friends for its approbation, and, if that be obtained, 
a certificate thereof, signed by Ibe clerks, should be 
given. 

As the performance of religious visits to families 
is a service, which, under right direction, has proved 
useful and instructive; for the encouragement of 
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Mihisters, it is advised, that those who btv^ a coa*' 
cera to make a general visit of this kind, even in 1h& 
ni^nthiy meeting to which they belong, should have 
the concurrence of the meeting ; and if the concern 
extend to the families in another monthly meeting, a 
ininute of concurrence ought to be obtained. 

Should a Minister, when remote from home, on 
s^pointments of the yearly meeting, or meeting for 
sufferings, have s^ concern to appoint a few meetings, 
he is at liberty to proceed therein, after obtaining 
the approbation of the committee in company, to- 
gether /with such other Friends as can be con- 
veniently consulted. 

In order to guard against impositions. Friends are 
advised) when strangers come amongst them in the 
capacity of Ministers, to see that they are furnished 
with minutes or certificates. 

. Monthly meetings should take care that Friends, 
to whom certificates or minutes to travel have been 
granted, return them seasonably. 

As the occasion of our religious meetings is solemn, 
a care; should be maintained to guard against every 
thing tending to disorder or interruption ; no||je are 
to oppose, in a religious meeting, a. Friend when 
p^licly speaking, whether he be a recommended 
Minister or not, whilst in unity as a member ; nor in 
time of prayer keep on the hat, nor show any re- 
markable dislike ; but should any Friend have objec- 
tions to what is delivered, he is to speak to the indi- 
vidual privately ; previous to. which,, it is advised^ 

that the dissatisfaction be communicated to one or 

4 
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more of the Elders for adrice and assistance. But 
should any continue to oppose a Friend when pub- 
licly speaking, after being suitably labored with, 
unless he make satisfaction, he should be disown- 
ed. 

When meetings are disturbed by improper commu- 
nications, it should be the care of the Ministers and 
Elders to take suitable opportunities with the person 
who has given cause for concern, and to extend 
advice and counsel as may appear necessary ; and if 
he continue to disturb our meetings for worship, he 
should be further admonished; and provided the 
desired effect should not be produced, the case should 
be laid before the preparative meeting of Ministers 
and Elders, that farther care may be extended ; but 
should the Friend still persist therein, this meeting 
ought to lay it before the monthly meeting for disci- 
pline, which should proceed to treat with, and disown 
him, if if appear to be necessary. 

As much depends on the conduct and example of 
Ministers and Elders, meetings have been established 
amongst them for the purpose of examining whether 
they ere all preserved in an exemplary walking, an- 
swerable to their station ; where advice and caution 
may be administered for the help and strength one 
of another, as may appear necessary : and with this 
view the following queries are recommended to be 
read and answered in them ? 

Query I. Are Ministers and Elders diligent in at- 
tending meetings for worship and discipline, and 
careful in bringing their families with them ? 
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' . IL Aire they cai;eful to labor honestly to maiBtain 
oiir Christian discipline in every part, and not to 
screen their own^fanulies from the operation of it ? . 

III. Are Ministers careful to ministisr in the ability 
which truth gives ; to avoid tones, unbeconung gesr 
tures, and enlarging their testimonies so as to b6 
l>urdensdine ? 

IV. Are the Elders careful to encourage those 
Mrho are young in the ministry in the right line ; and 
do they discourage those whose communications do 
not proceed from right authority ? 

V. Are Ministers and Elders preserved in love and 
unity one with another, and with the meetings to 
which they belong ? 

VI. Are they good examples in uprightness and 
mcxderation ; and careful to train up their families in 
plainness of dress and simplicity of manners, becom- 
ing our religious profession ? 

Ministers and Elders are exhorted to di^ell in that 
life which gives abiUty to labor successfully, in the 
Church of Christ. 

The meetings of Ministers and Elders are! consti- 
tuted and held in the following manner, namely : 

The Ministers and Elders of each monthly meet^ 
ing are to meet once in three inonths, and compose a 
preparative meeting of Ministers and EMers ; unless 
the quarterly meeting for discipline, from some peau*- 
liar circumstances, should judge it most adviseable 
that it be constituted of the Ministers and Eiders of 
more than one monthly meeting; and aftebc^sbme 
time spent in solid retirement, they are; to iead th^ 
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aforesaid queries, and piiepare: answers suLiable to 
dieir state. Each preparatire' meeting is to appoint 
a suitable number df representatives ta attend the 
quarterly meeting of Ministers and Elders^and to lay- 
before it the answers to the queries, and sudi bther 
business as the preparative, meeting may direet* 
The quarterly meeting is composed of all the pifepa^* 
rative meetings of Ministers and Elders, within the 
limits of th^ quarterly meeting for diseipliire; and 
the queries, vdth the answers from the preparative 
meetings, are to be read in that meeting, and the subi* 
stance of them entered on its minutes ; a-0ummary 
of the answers received at the quarterly meeting 
preceding the yearly meeting, is to be sent by the re^ 
presentatives to the yearly meeting of Ministers and 
Elders; by which an opportunity will be furnished, 
for the extension of such advice and care as inay 
appear necessary. 

The meetings of Ministers and Elders are not to 
interfere whh any part of the eiserciseof the disci- 
pline of the Church, appertaining to m^ibgs for 
discipline^ . 

Preparative meetings of Ministers and Elders are 
desired to havie a watchful care over thfeimemb^rs of 
their meetifags ; and should any of them, by negli* 
gedce, unfaithfulness, or otherwise, lose their useful^ 
nesWj so as to render it adviseable that the]^ should 
b'a released from theik* station^v the said meetings^- if 
their brdtherly care toward them do nbtprodiice diid 
desired effedt, are to put die dises in a way tb come 
before >dio monthly meeting, in ordisr that they may 
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be released from being members of the meeting of 
Ministers and Elders, should the monthly meeting 
deem it necessary. 

When a Friend shall travel with a minute of his 
monthly meeting, as companion to a Minister, he 
shall be at liberty to attend the meeting of Ministers 
aod £lders, although nott a* member of that meating. 

As the Author of bSl Good continues fmm: time to 
tim^e to Open amdngst us the spring of iiying minislti^') 
it is fervently desired, tbait Ministers Bbd^lAmn jmj 
so dwell under tbeDividaie influencb^ as.tp be enabled 
to discern when offerings proceed from the' rigbt 
source, and when they do n/oif. ai¥l thus ex|>erkticb a 
qualification to be nursing fathefs 9^- ittcAheKS^ to 
tfaoese who are young ia ike mimetry ; nHih gentleness 
and wisdom: advising andr encouring tbem .to irbtde 
ii&< sim]^e and jxatiea^ aubmissioa ta the will . of. .€lod, 
and to keep to the openiiigs of Divine love. in themf 
aeFres, in order that they may ^witness a gxailnal 
growth in their gifts. '" '^ : ; •. 

Ministers audi Elders are tenderly lubised to .watch 
OT3elr the flock in their respective places and staJticHis^ 
dtinciiilg'l^^eir pious exan4)lo, in eiiuiduct aBC|[ oork- 
vei^ati«iln^ that tii^ey are £a.idifully devoted! to support 
the testimonies of the blessed tni^ 
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Iir order that the yearly meetings with its several 
branches, might be properly represented in its inter- 
vals, a meeting was established in the year. 1759, by 
die name of the Meeting for Sufferings, to meet at 
such time and place as the yearly meetmg may 
direct. 

-The following directions are to be observed by the 
Meeting for Sufferings : 

Ist. It shall keep minutes of its proceedings, and 
lay theth anaualiy before the yearly meeting. 

2d. Twelve members shall .constitute a meeting 
capable of t]J:ansacting business. 

3d. Four members may call a special meeting 
when they shall judge it necessary^ 

4th. Provided a vacancy occasioned by the de- 
cease Or removal of a member, the Meeting for Suf- 
ferings is to notify the yearly meeting of siich death 
or removal, in order that the vacancy may be filled 
up by a new appointment. 

The services confided to the Meeting for Suffer^ 
ings, are, 

1st. In general, to represent the yearly meeting, 
and to act on its behalf, in cases where the interest 
or reputation of our religious Society may render it 
necessary. 
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2d. To have the oversight and inspection of all 
manuscripts proposed to be printed, relating to our 
religious principles or testimonies, and to advise or 
discourage the publication of them, at their discre- 
tion. 

3d. To inspect and ascertain titles to land, or other 
estates, beloi^ing to any of our meetings; aad* to 
attend to the appropriation of charitable legacieaand 
donations. 

4th. To receive from the quarterly meetings, soch 
memorials concerning deceaised Friends as shall be 
forwarded ; that, after the necessary inspection and 
correction, they may be laid before the yearly meet- 
ing ; unless, in some cases, tlie Meeting for Suffer- 
ings should, on solid consideration, judge it inexpef* 
di^it. 

5th. To extend such advice and assistance to pef'^' 
sons under sufferings for our testimonies, as their 
eases may require ; and to apply to the government, 
or persons in authority, on these and other occasions, 
a^ they may judge necessary: and they are author- 
ized to draw on the treasurer of the yearly meeting 
for the e:spensea incurred in the performance of the 
various duties committed to their charge. 

They may correspond as occasion requires, with 
other Meetings for Sufferings. 

Members of any other Meeting for Sufferings, are 
at liberty to attend the sittings of this meeting. 
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Ai^THor^GSa itisr tho duty of et^ry faitbfal member 
c>f onr Sk>Giet}r, to advise and aditidimh those ^ho^u^ 
guilty of unbecoming or disorderly conduct-; yet that 
it may not be overiooked or neglected^ it ahould be 
more particularly the bosiness of orerseers; vho^it 
is desired^ >may treat \Yith them, in the spi]:itof meek- 
nesft and restoring k>ve, patiently endea^ocing .to 
instruct and advise them ; but should their, labor prove 
iiteffeetual, the preparative meeting fihomldf^in :4ue 
season, be informed of the cases, that, if necesjsary^ 
they may be laid before the monthly meeting. . 

Two>or more faithful and judicious Friend a should 
be appointed by the monthly meeting to be overseers 
in each preparative meeting; who ought ito. exercise 
a tender and vigilant care over their fellow;memberii> 
that if any thing contrary to the harmony imd good 
order of our. religious society appear^ it may be sea- 
sonably attended to. 

Although it is considered necessary that .overseers 
should be invested with some discretionary porwer, 
yet as the reputation of the Society maj mok^tisnea 
suffer by their retaining cases too long, and as^ offend- 
ers may not be benefitted by the indulgence, overseers 
are advised to a due and careful consideration of the 
important trust committed to them, and of the re- 
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sponsibility of their station^ that cases may not be 
unseasonably kept from the meeting. 

Monthly meetings are earnestly desired, to give 
weighty attention to the pointings of Wisdom, in 
their choice for this important service in the Church ; 
that those way be appointed^ whose obnoecn £6r ifhe 
fmjpiportyof otar Christian: teetimiMy^ in its vaxioas 
boraiiichea^ ttiay lettd to the preservation of good ordar* 

Aa great care and dcliberatkm are necessary m 
appointing overseers, it is advised, as a safe and.pru** 
dtaU; step^ that monthly meetings appoint a eommiC-> 
tee» to take the.subfscli into ioonsideration ; and, at the 
succeeding mi^eiing, to propose such Friendi§ as^tfaey 
may agrei^ upon, to fill tho station in each prepani*- 
tive metfitingt and the Aames sbould be sepiarateLy. 
proposed and considered. 



♦« 






• 9 • « ' 



^i^erhis. 



Thu nine following Qmeries are to be disdaietly 
Mad and deliberately considered, in each preparativiev 
and monthly nie6ting,preceding each quarterly meet- 
ing, in order that Friends may be led to an individual 
examination, whether their practice isxonsistent with 
their profession ; and that Ministers, Elders, Over*> 
seers, and other religiously concerned Friends; tsuxy 
be excited to dischiurge their duQr faithfully, jo ad<» 
ministering 4>ounsel and admonition, t^dhig to the 
promotion of vigilance and care^ in. ^ the exercise <^ 
our Christian discipline. i > > 

In order to convey to each quarterly, meeting a 
general account of the state of our Society, full and 
explicit answers are to be given, by each preparative 
meeting preceding the monthly meeting, which pre- 
cedes the quarterly meeting, to the first, second, 
thirdi, fourth, and ninth queries, three times in the 
year ; and these answers are to be digested in the 
monthly meeting, and sent to the quarterly meeting ; 
where they are in like manner to be read and con- 
sidered : and once in the year, namely, in the prepa- 
rative, and monthly meetings, before the qiiarterly 
meeting, which precedes the yearly meeting, the first 
nine queries are in like manner to be read and con- 
sidered ; and each of them is to be particularly and 
distinctly answered, and the answers to be forwarded 



«[6 before directed; in order to convey to- the, yearly 
mooting a elear: account of tilsie state of society. 

The tenth query is to be read and answered, in the 
monthly and quarterly meetings preceding the yearly 
ineejting. •** 

First Query, Are Friends careful to attend all ottir 
meetings for religious worship and discipline ; is the 
hour obs^ved ; and are they clear of sleeping aiid of 
all other unbecoming behaviour in them ? 
- Second. Query. Are love and unity maintained as 
becomes brethren ; if differences arise, is due care 
taken speedily to end them ; and do Friends avoid 
and discourage, tale-bearing and detraction ? 

Thi:rd Query. Are Friends careful to keep them- 
selves, their own, and other Friends' children under 
their care, in plainness of speech, behaviour, and Ap- 
parel^ and do they end^vor, by example and pre- 
cept, tb train them up in a life and conversation con-<> 
sistent with bur Christian profession ? and do they 
extend a due care in these respects, towards others 
under their tuition ? 

Fourth Query. Do Friends avoid the unnecessary 
use of spirituous liquors, frequenting taverns, and 
attending places of diversion ? 

Fifth Query. Are the circumstances of the poor", 
and of those who appear likely to require assistance^ 
didyr inspected ; is relief seasonably afforded ihem, 
and: ure they advised and assisted in such empl6y^' 
ments as they are capable of; and are their children,^ 
and all others und^er ouir care, instructed in' school- 
leamtng to fit) tbemfor business ? 
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Sixtb Queiy^. .Pa anyt jtoeomplifih tfaeur nanriage 
by the Mflistatiee af a pkrieat/ov ch^anj attendaiBsrv- 
ffidge, 8Q aceompliabed ? 

Serenth Qiiis^ Are Friends clear of bbanQgaimni^ 
of complying w«h*military requisitions, and of pay* 
iHg any fine or tax: in lieu thereof? 

Eighth Query. Axe tbcire swy ^efici^ent in perfenn- 
iog their protnisea, cor pay ijo^- their just debts; do 
any extend thoif business beyond their abtlity to 
vmJ^age ikS be^^oaes^ om reKgioua profession ; aja^ are 
those who givei oceimoa. for fear on thoiae accounts, 
titti?ly labored \fith» foi:* their preservation and te*- 
covery? ' 

. Niad» Query, Is cat*er taken seaso0Mib>y toi^deal 
^iftb oSevder^j in th^ spirit of meekness, and a^reear 
b^.to ow discipline ? 

. Tenths Qyiwryir Ar^ the answers to the queries^ fbt-^ 
war4Qd by i^ubl^rdinate to superior weMiags^ tte Jubn 
nMtifiQ of J and fer^nded an, the aiiswe]!S;freiiii.thi8rfMH 
pfurative sheetings ? 
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The following advices aire tclbe read an<d caiidEUH^ 
9|t)^nded tOa i^ t^ preparatiy>ev mon^thly^and quarterly 
jfifi/^mgSi, aft?r thft qpems are answered ? 

, ]Fl;^e%ds are ewnestjy adri/ied frequently toi read 
a^ Scriptnrps of Xrt^^ a&d M. encourage the prac.«( 
tice i« otl^^rs.. 

; T>hey ^i^e.alctQ pii^fl^lngly desired to guard. against 
the corrupt conversatioAOf tike WQiW ; tf> avoid read*^ 



iogperAftoious bobk5,.aBd t0i prov^nit the ii^Qrodiiction 
of V theai into thcdr families ; id obscrre dxia^ mocLaraf 
tiind at mamages, id the furaiture of their houses^ in 
thsil* mamiica* of tiviisg^ and on all other occaaioas f 
and to iaepect frequently the atato of their temporal 
ailiiFsu 

fihUe eare sfapuM be taken that al) our meiiibe9& ase 
v}eat of being concerned in lotteries ; that no chiid* 
ren are placed out coiitrary to discipline ; that tbe 
necessaxy care ia extended respecting certificates of 
reiiixyral ; and . that none of our metubers are een^ 
corned in illegal Irador or in desding In prize gdOda: 
and Friends are pres&ingly advised, not laTYolaileoor 
tostkno^iy against war kx any respect, it is also 
affectionately desii^edy that when any Friends are 
b,60gbt kto suflfewag on this aeco««t, Aey may 
iiiaBJ#0St a dispeaition comporting with ow Christiaii 
'piofeiisidn. It is also affectionately recommended^ 
titait we duly e(D>»sider, whether by dealing in, 6t eon^ 
sdiwiDg tbe prodnea of the labor of slaves^ we are 
Hiot aapportibg and encouraging^ the system of ^a- 
very : and we tenderly sit^lidit a scrupulotis alt entioii 
io'the manifestations of duty ia rebtion to this im^ 
portant'Subfect^ 



The following advices are to be read once a year; 
ity the pirepq;r£llive5 monthly, and quairterTy meetltigs; 
preceding ^ y»ear|y meeting- 
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Marriage implies nnioii, as well in ispiritml as tem- 
poral coacerns.. While the parties differ in religious 
principles, they stand disunited in the main point ; 
even in that which should increase and confirm their 
mutual happiness, and render them helpmates and 
blessings to each other. Where it is otherwise, the 
seciprocal obligation, into which they have entered, 
frequently becomes their burden* With whatever 
felicity they have flattered themselves in the begin- 
ning, they may find themselves disappointed by the 
uneasiness accompanying their minds, and embitter* 
ing their enjoyments* The situation of the offspring 
of such connexions is also to be lamented : attached 
by nature to both parents, it often renders them un- 
fixed in principle^ and unsettled in practice* 

When, therefore, it is apprehended that any are 
likely to form unsuitable connexions in marriage, it 
becomes the duty, not only of parents, but ako of 
overseers, and other concerned Friends, as soon as 
may be, in a gentle, tender manner, to labor with 
them, and endeavor to show them the inconsistency 
.and danger of such connexions. 

It is also earnestly recommended, that parents, and 
those who have the important charge of educating 
youth, instruct them early in the principles of Truth, 
and impress their minds with the necessity of re- 
ligiously observing them : and as it is by the imme- 
diate teaching and influence of the Holy Spirit, that 
acceptable worship is performed, and gospel ministry 
brought forth ; as this powerful principle is the es- 
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sential qualification for the work, and as the gift is 
divine, the service is freely and faithfully to be per- 
formed, without any view to reward from man. We 
therefore earnestly recommend, that Friends should ^^ 
not deviate from our principles in this respect, so far 
as to employ a priest in the case of a marriage, or 
in any other way to contribute to the support or en- 
eouragemenct of a hireling ministry. • ' 

Friends should avoid all contention and personal 
reflections in our meetings for discipline;: and be 
c^areful to keep out of heats and doubtful disputar*. 
tions ; that they may be conducted in the peaceable 
spirit and wisdom of Jesus, with decency^ forbear- 
amee, and love, to each other* 
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• . It IB advised that offenders be treated wkh in a 
Christian spirit, and in die persttasive IsmguagCi of 
lore, and tenderness ; that the evil of their coedact 
may. be l^id before them^ in. oxdecto biiing them to 
& sense of it in tbcmselfes, and to propiote their rea^ 
tdration« 

Altbough diose wliO' transgress -sboald murifast a 
spirit of opposition, yet we ought patiently and 
meekly to instruct and advise them, that we may not 
only have the reward of peace in ourselves, but that 
it may so affect the spirits of those spoken to, as to 
make them sensible that we have performed a Chris- 
tian duty, and an office of brotherly love towards them. 
If any reject this tender labor, the overseers are to 
acquaint the preparative meeting thereof, in order, if 
necessary, that the case maybe forwarded to the 
monthly meeting ; that further care may be taken, 
according to our established rules ; and notice should 
be given to the party, when it can reasonably be 
done, previous to its being laid before the prepara- 
tive meeting. 

In all cases, when it appears to a monthly meet- 
ing, that the necessary labor has been bestowed on 
an offending member, and it apprehends it right that 
he should be disowned, the monthly meeting is to 
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appoint a'committee, io have a suitable inferview with 
him^rto iiiform him of the jadgn^nt of the meeting ; 
furnish him with a copy of the complaint against 
bsjkk, if reqoiredy and acquaint him with his privilege 
of appealing. 

.^ On>this interesting occasion, it is particularly ne« 
oeissaryv that tfaef committee should take a solid bppor- 
t^nity with tlk^ itidividual, and endeavor to leave him 
in a tender disposition of mind. 

For the maintenance of biir testiimony agfeiinst war, 
as well as against matters which are ptiblicly known 
to be scandalous or inconsistent, monthly meetings 
are to be at liberty, to disown members who have 
been guilty of such misconduct, and afterwards ab- 
scond or depart from among us, and thus deprive 
Friends of an opportunity of discharging the care 
they might otherwise extend. 

When a person commits an offence, within the 
verge of a monthly meeting where he resides, but of 
which he is not a member by the rules of settlement, 
the overseers of that meeting are to treat with him, 
provided they are satisfied that he is a member of 
our society, and if the case be of such a nature, that 
it ought to bo laid before a meeting for discipline, 
they are to inform the overseers of the meeting of 
which he is a member ; unless the distance be so 
great that there is danger of reproach being brought 
upon our religious profession by the delay, when 
they are to lay the case before the meeting where he 
resides ; and this meeting is to proceed to treat with, 
and, if the nature of the case require it, disown him, 

6 



34 



»t¥ii^]f a wiTB owwxmmn. 



f^nd the monthlj meeting which ^isQiroefl hiaii^ nh^ 
immediately gire notice thereof tothe ntonthly n^et*- 
ing where he previously belonged. 

Should any member of our fiocic^. ib^conie iiis«> 
satisfied with retaining his right of meodiecdifp, he 
Uk tQ he jreleasedon his application. to. lihemoaitlily 
meeting, in writing ; if, after the iiecesiiar^camt^a 
committee, yi his cc^se, he shall gtJB defiioe iti hut no 
such release is to be granted to any piemher. whom 
conduct, renclers. him liable to be deaJit wiith^ as -a 
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AI^PlSAIiSf. 



If any t>ertf^ Mp«)^f iBfiM yirhh fhi^ fudgteeiit 6f 
* sit nidnthly meeting, \ie may, after b^in^ informed 
'hereof, notify the first or second meeting, (but no 
other,) of his intention to appeal to the next ensuing 
quarterly meeting ; which notification the monthly 
meeting should enter on its minutes, and appoint 
four or more Friends to attend the quarterly meet- 
ing, with copies of the minutes relative to the case, 
and give such explanations as may be necessary. 

The quarterly nieedngf is to refer the subject to a 
committee, (omitting the members of the monthly 
meeting appealed from,) who are carefully and de- 
liberately to consider the case, and report their judg- 
lilfent respectiiig it; aiid the qtiartbrly meeting shall 
cbirfirM' or tet^rse ^6 judgment of the monthly 
ni^etili^, ais, 6ii^ itii|)artiaP deliberatibti; shall app^d:r 
tttltirri^tVdiidiiiftirintMte appellant^ the rclsult.' 

SBotiia the^a^eilkiit be dissatisded with th^ judgi.' 
ment-df the <j[datteriy meeting, an* notify the liebict' 
quarterly meeting, or the one succeeding it, (but not 
afterwards,) of his intention to apply to the yearly 
meeting for a further hearing, the quarterly meeting 
should record the notification, and appoint four or 
more Friends to attend the yearly meeting, with 
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copies of the monthly -and quarterly meetings' 
minutes in the case ; and the decision of the yearly 
meeting shall be final. 

Appellants have a right to be present in the quar- 
terly and yearly meetings, during the appointment of 
the committee, to judge in their cases ; and objec- 
tions which they may then make, to persons nominated 
on the committee, are to be ^HamiMt^ c^^c^^t^t^tWe^^^ 




\ 



PUBLIC SCANDAIi. 



If any member of our Society should be guilty of 
gross or notorious crimes, or such other disorderly 
and indecent practices as occasion public scandal, 
he should be speedily labored with by the montlily. 
meeting, and if he cannot be brought to a proper 
sense of his misconduct, he should be disowned. 



^ 



WAR. 



Consonant •withthe precepts and doctrines of the 
' ^bsjffeljVhich foeath^s pe^ce on earth arid goodwill 
towards men, we have found it to be our indispensa- 
ble duty, to bear a faithful testimony against war : 
it is, therefore, affectionately enjoined on the mem- 
bers of our Society, to demean themselves, on all 
occasions, in a Christian and peaceable manner, 
demonstrating to the world, that they are uniform 
in professon and practice. Friends are earnestly 
advised not to unite with any, directly or indirectly, 
in a way calculated to promote the spirit of war, or 
which may encourage or strengthen them therein ; 
to avoid engaging in any business tending to promote 
war, underwriting on armed vessels, or being con- 
cerned in any company, where such insurance is 
made, or shipping, or ordering goods shipped, in 
armed vessels. 

But should members of our Society be so unmind- 
ful of our Christian testimony against war, as to 
bear arms, or actively comply with military requi- 
sitions, be concerned in warlike preparations, offen- 
sive or defensive, by sea or land, pay a fine, penalty, 
or tax, in lieu of personal service, deal in prize 
goods, directly or indirectly, or be concerned in pro- 
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moting the publication of writings which tend to ex- 
cite the spirit of war ; advice should be speedily- 
given them ; and, after being tenderly treated with, 
in order to bring them- M Sb 6ense of their error, in 
departing from this distinguishing testimony of the 
Society, unless they give satisfaction to the mpnthly 
meeting, they are to be disowned. 



V. 






OATWft 
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OxTR testimony against oaths is in accordance with 
the following express and positive command of 
Christ ; " Ye have heard that it has been said by 
" them of old time, thou shalt not forswear thyself, 
^' but shall perform unto the Lord thine oaths : but 
" I say unto you, swear not at all ; neither by 
" Heaven, for it is God's throne ; nor by the earth, 
'* for it is his footstool ; neither by Jerusalem, for it 
*^ is the city of the great King ; neither shalt thou 
<« swear by thy head, because thou canst not make 
** one hair white or black : but let your communica- 
" tion be yea, yea, nay, nay ; for whatsoever is more 
than these cometh of evil." — Matt. v. 33 to 37* 

This testimony, we also find, was clearly held up 
and emphatically enjoined by the apostle James upon 
his Chnstian brethren : ^^ But above all things, my 
'* brethren, swear not ; neither by heaven, neither 
" by the earth, neither by any other oath ; but let 
f* your yae be yea, and your nay, nay, lest ye fall 
" into condemnation." — James v. 12. 

Believing that no argument can invalidate pro- 
hibitions, thus clear and positive, we are bound reli- 
giously to regard them. 



40 



OATHS. 



But should any member of our Society so far dis- 
regard our testimony herein, as in any case to take 
or administer an oath, he should be labored with, 
and, unless he give satisfaction, disowned* 



I «. 
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SliATlSRY. 



As it has been, and continues to be, the concern of 
our Society to testify its disunity with the practice 
of enslaving mankind ; if any of our members should 
be concerned in buying or selling, or should give 
away or transfer any person as a slave, in such man- 
ner as to cause his service to be extended beyond the 
time limited by law or custom, for other persons; and 
those who accept of such gift or assignment, or hold 
any descendants of slaves transferred in the manner 
before-mentioned, or hire any from those who hold 
them in bondage, or take them by indenture, or other- 
wise, unless their freedom be first secured, they ought 
to be speedily labored with, in a Christian spirit ; 
and if they cannot be brought to such a sense of their 
injustice, as to do whatever the monthly meeting 
should judge reasonable and necessary, to restore 
those injured persons to their natural and just right 
of liberty, they should be disowned. 

Friends are desired to avoid any act by which the 
right of slavery is acknowledged ; but it is not here- 
by intended to debar them from the exercise of be- 
nevolence toward those who are held in slavery. 

Friends who have youth of African descent under 

their tuition, are exhorted to treat them in a Christian 

7 
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manner, it being their religious duty to give them 
useful and necessary learning, to fit them for busi- 
ness, and to instruct them in morality and the prin- 
ciples of religion. 

The state of those who have been held as slares 
by Friends, or by their predecessors, calls for serious 
inquiry and close examination, how far they are clear 

of wi^ihQldJiAg. from thfiin, odp thaii d9m0»djl.iits;> that 
QjBiaif tei^Q w\Mh Bdfiy to foiipd tf^to tbeii*v jtii^j^ rigbt ; 
imd ttiQ ^'M:<ew4siPt9 of t^s0 Fri(^n4» whQ )i^V^ heM 
tbepi^a.bdadftge, «jr0 ii^pectiQ0a|€il3f e|^^f^t§d.tf> at^ 
tend tot the. openiiiga of duty p^ ithif siiJ^jiQcti IS^en 
if nb such obligaiiQiift to this peoplid legated wion^t 
iM^i itiia worthy of seridua eo(isid«raUan^W)M>t)iM thoM 
isady <>bject of beiiefioeuce more des^ryiftg atteatioa^ 
tb9A that of trainiag up the youth of this io^^UFed part 
44* the hnman family, in aueh virtuquftpifiiioiplea and 
habits, aa may reoe^r them uaeful and ve^ipectable 
members of tho community. 



^^ 
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.iM^wiv,kJ^ "wnattmstk^m "mgci^^ek 
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lor (CKHitiddratmi of the conri^>tt<^ ti&d r«isQW ^ 
foots >0€dai}iosidd bj the itxipottfttioii^ distilhrtiooY ud 
sale of ardent st^irttb^ iv^hifih t»rodube. vHbempf^r^^oe^ 
and lead to the impoyerishment of many, the injury 
of the constitutions and minds of many more, and the 
increase of vice and dissoluteness in the land, it is 
earnestly desired, that none of our members may 
contribute to this great evil, by being concerned in 
importing, distilling, or vending ardent spirits, or 
selling their grain, or other produce, for the purpose 
of distillation. 

Friends should carefully avoid vain and idle com- 
pany, tippling, and sipping drams, and strong drink ; 
for though such as are in these evil practices may not 
suddenly become drunkards, to the greatest degree, 
yet they are often led on to the greatest transgres- 
sions ; and even some who have had the good exam- 
ple of virtuous parents, have, from small beginnings, 
arrived to a shameful excess, to the reproach and ruin 
of themselves, and the great injury of their families. 

Friends are cautioned against a pernicious custom 
which has prevailed, of giving rum or other strong 
liquors, to excite people to bid at vendues to advance 
the price ; which, besides the injustice of the artifice, 
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leads to intemperance and disorder; and those of 
our members who are in trade, are cautioned against 
handing, or suffering it to be handed to persons who 
come into their shops. But, if any shall so far dis- 
regard the concern of society, and the labor of their 
friends, as to continue in either of these practices, 
and cannot be brought to such a sense of their mis- 
conduct as to desist from it, they are to be disowned. 
Friends are earnestly advised to refrain from any 
other than a medicinal use of distilled spirits. 



^t^ 



TiTTERHS* 



The youth, as well as those of riper age, are cau- 
tioned against unnecessarily frequenting taverns, and 
other places of public resort ; that they may not bo 
exposed to noisy company and unprofitable conver- 
sation, or betrayed into the use of strong liquors ; by 
which, many have been corrupted in principle and 
practice, to the ruin of themselves and their families* 

If any give way to these evil practices, they should 
be timely and tenderly treated with, in order to con- 
vince them of their danger; but if no fruits, of amend- 
ment appear, monthly meetings, after discharging 
their duty, should proceed to disown them. 



^4 



OA]IEI]ff€» J»W^ UpVfT'filMIOll S. 



F;ri£:^ds are not to ^.tteod stage f laiysi hor«Q races, 
places of musie or dancings or other tplaiCeB of cliver- 
Bion ; nor }ay wagers, nor be concerned in Jotteriesy 
nor pri^cti<^e any other l^ind of gaming i bujt shoul4 
any he ootioerned in, or give way to, either of tiiese 
pmctices^ ^nd they cannot afto|r tender labor in the 
9pii^it of reatofin^ love, be brought to a due sense of 
their misconduct, moMbly meetipgs should manifest 
their disunion with th^say by i^parating them frop 
the Society » 

Friends are advised to be oaar^lul respecting, the 
use of tobftctoi wad particularly to avoid the public 
use of it in streets, high roads, and other places of 
promiscuous resort; and it is recommended to our 
youth, in an especial manner, to refrain from this 
unnecessary practice, . which is so liable to become 
habitual, and injurious to health. 



^ 



i>£FA]fltA«ia]i JLEVB msimACTioir. 



Ww»i? wy are guilty of tattling, tale^beairipg^ re- 
prpaQl)iDg, or speaking evil of others, or busily i»e4- 
(iljOEig with th^ir nffair*, when not concerned, tending 
tfi^ Q^oit^ strife find discord, or causQ dise^te^m 
HluQ^i^t Friwds or others, they are to he suitably 
l^reat^d with, and, if they do not mako satisfat^tiojn 
therefor, they should be disowned. 

Fh^i^s are e:^horte4 to act with due circumspec- 
tiqQ,, ^btt,, in their conversation and conduct amongst 
mWftj[^^J inay do nothing to the hurt or reprq^icb of 
any i and 9)iou)4 a Friend hear of a scandalous ajid 
injurious- report of another, h^ QUght to dipcounte^ 
oanoe it, by showing the reporter the evil and injus^ 
tice thereof; and then, without further spreading it, 
he should go to the person whom it concerns, or 
advise him of it, that he may have an opportunity to 
clear himself, if innocent, or make satisfaction, if 
guilty ; and should this private labor prove ineffec- 
tual, the overseers ought to be informed, that he may 
be treated with consistently with our discipline. 



^>^ 



feooRfii^nvo HUiiinrRT. 



As it is by the immediate teaching and influence 
of the Holy Spirit, that acceptable worship is per- 
formed, and gospel ministry brought forth ; as this 
powerful influence is the essential qualification for 
the work; and as the gift is divine, the service is 
freely and faithfully to be performed, without any 
view to reward from man. 

Should any Friends be so regardless of this testi- 
mony, as to contribute to the support of an hireling 
ministry, monthly meetings are to labor in love and 
tenderness to convince them of their error ; and, if 
their endeavors prove ineffectual, and the offend- 
ers persist in their unfaithfulness, they are to be 
disowned. 



//(^ 



nARRiA<ai:s 



Yq1tn€^ or uaoxarried persona, in membership with 
1189. before they make aay procedure with a view to 
ouumage^ should seek for right direction in this iai-» 
portaot concern, should early aequajinttjb^ir pf^rents 
or guardians with their intentions, and wait for ^ their 
ponffcfi^t ; by which they may be j)r^seryed from the 
dimg^rous bias of fprward apd uncertain aifectiona. 
Proposals of ^^arriage ajre to be presented in writr 
ing, to the preparative meeting, of which the woman 
is fkrffiembery signied by thfl .partM)j9«ip siiM^oice as 
follows: 

*Xa;ifte .Monthly Meeting p/^ 
.We, the snbscrib^r8, A. B. aon of 0* & D. CsAd 
F. G. daughter of H, 4k J. Q. purpose taking each 
other in marriage; whieh we hereby offer for the 
approbation of Fri^ds-^ 
.. .{Signed^) 

A,B. 
F. G. 



proposal 






by the preparative to the moifthly meeting, where 
the couple intending marrii^e < shall wA, be iequii:!ed 
to attend personally to make their proposal. If no 

8 
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reasons appear to prevent it, their said intentions 
should be minuted, and inquiry made concerning 
consent of paren^ts ; or guor^tistut ; whose consent 
should be either personally expressed, or sent to 
the monthly meeting in writing ; and it is advised 
that it be presented to the monthly meeting in 

t^ieh tbe pwposiLl -df mminge is fiiM MUS^odnoed. 
Shdiild <b^ piMiM be mMBiIyek^ of one montbiy 
mf^ting, two Friendis toe to Ibe af|)ointed to iaqmre 
into lli^ ittafii's icleiur£»«sli fbr proceeding in maltiiige | 
tLhd 4a 'Sinn^kir Cftre should be taken by dtfd wtmieifi 
fiieetittg, 00Mi<emtig ^fae ^#tMK^% If stee be a ^Mow^ 
kavitig dkildMii, two ^r Mot^ meik ¥iA^D^tikmM 
alto "bb BJj^^iftm^ to Me tbM tii^ir 9ightd^^ ii^r^ tegally 

' S^t^U t^ pavtiM bid membersof <|ifie^«wt nwm Afy 
meetings, the man, either at the first or i^^tid 
monthly meetings is to produce a certificule from the 
iMfttkly meeting to i¥iiicfa he bi^<5t^, ^^ptMSkv^ of 
lila^)dQarb«etts froqi^ 'criher like engagem^rlKU^ 
"^At tho ftcfeoD^ nvdnihlyf iMMing, tbey ar^ to^ b# 
present, separately, in their r^pective> tti^Ci&g^ 
and should the committe>es report, that there appears 
to be'no^obstruction to their proceeding, the meet- 
ing is to leave them at liberty to accomplish their 
marriage according to the order of our Society ; 
ti^ec at a public meetiiig of Foriends, or at sdth other 
anildUe^pilaJCBe, and ait%uoh time, as the aumtAiiy nkeott^ 
is^infojf «||>pMyve.f but Mxt on the first day of tli^ 
wtteltt* 



^^^Fi^PW^^^^^*^''* 3t\^ 



wd;q^tei,'C094MflBd^ wet t(0» ^mmm^dnArfvim ti^ 

l»M(Qe;Qr4iao9<ihMrlj coQ^t^ tJM.t «U ^ndimt waA 
il^ .ord^K t9d fabfl^^.whtQh bMom^ Q«Rr.Tslii^9iMf 

«l^^ ooAf^mr^^ twc^ «i«ii md tjpro imsieii 

ore to be i^ptmHMcdfibJrrtls^^iiaMithljrmM^s^ tQt^ 
tend.ai thci cian-iege ; bnd fifaootd th^< *or other 
Fffieads^ obselre toy (iiicoiraMribBntdODduotKtl^.Qnglit 
meooD 'as thefjr Ktoavenieitdj; can;; Ito JudkBbtaish'i^Qflit 
who are disorderly : aad the FrieiMbi la^oJuAod ^ 
kttefvd Oft Ihe ^ ■nonriagOi ara ito 'depart r tQ the next 
nifflitMy jmeetiiig^ whether it has been M>iMlii0etd iftUr 
cordfjig 4k> gleod order, flnflwfaethier .Ihe manri^f^. CMt'^ 
tificaite (m>haoded to the BeMardjo!. 

(Frieinki ate .ad^risedito :aT«d (piakiQg: n^tmrn 
entertyiinnBiita^ aid la^tjog [large motpaoieti . • > 

If a member of our Society shall marry one not 
in membership Vith us, the ovei^eers are to visit him 
on th^. ^account, and if such connexion appear ^ tlvem 
likely to bring reproach upoa our relj^i pus profes- 
sion, they are to foryv^rd the case to the, mon1|hly 
meeting, for further care thei^reinj^ si-od shall it appear 
to the monthly meeting thfiit th* testimony of 7*'P*^ 
require it* he is to be disowoed»_ , _ 

Should a member of our society marry a first cousin, 
or any as nearly related, he is to be treated with, and 
unless he give satisfaction, he is to be disowned. 



' >Siiiou}d p^»dt»^'ii^ itt'e bot& m^'flndf^ts of cur So- 
eiiNy, accbmpiish'ti^eirinarriage^Witli dich bdker/lti 
Any nmnrtK^ contrdiy to otnrestabliiited order ^ tbey 
should be treated with, and, unless they give satisfac^ 
tion, they are to be diBOWdod* If any- Friend fiiMttt 
itccoihplidh his mturidge by the assistance df a priest^ 
he is to be disowned, unless he give satisfacticm* 
(Shbiild any attend a' marriage so aceomplished, ke is 

' to be treated- with as a disorderly member. 

/ ' It is advised, that Friends who make proposak of 
marriage one to the other, do not dwell in the same 
house and family from that time- until their marriage 
hb accomplished^ 

Monthly meetings arc not to permit proposals of 
marriage to be madie in thiem, sooner tban a year after 
the decease of the husband or wife or the party. 

No charge of misconduct ought to be bradght for- 
ward against any person at the time of proposing his 
marriage, or during its progress in the meeting. 

ji ! , : . Form pf Marriage Certificgie. , . 

' A. !B. of— -, town of :, county of 

, V ' • , and' state of \ son of C. B. and 

E. his wife, and F. G. daughter of H. G. and I: his 

wife, of '- — , town of , county of -, 

and state of , having laid their intentions of 

marriage with each other, before the monthly meet- 
ing of the religious Society of Friends, held at -^ — , 
in the slate of — r — — , they having consent .of *-^- — 

* If theie be parents and guardianB, insert both ; if only parents, or only guar- 
dwoMf let it be so expressed. 
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J and nothing appearing to obstruct j their 
proposal of marriage was allowed by the meeting : 
These are to certify, that for the accomplishment of 
their intentions, this day of the 
month, in the year of our Lord 
they, the said A. B^ and F. 6. appeared^ in a public 
meeting of sai4 Society, held at. and 
the said A. B. taking the said F..G. by theband, did 
on this solenm occasi^on declare, that he tocdi: her to^ 
be his wife ; pi^Huising, through Oivine assistance, to 
foe unto her a faithful and loying husband, until sepa^ 
sated by death, or words to that efiect; and then the 
said F. G, did, in like manner, declare, that ^he took 
the said A. B* to be her husband ; promising, through 
Diiirine assistance, to be unto him . a faithful and 
loiving. wife, until separated by dbath, or words /. to 
that import. And they, the said A. 3. . and F. G. 
she, according to the custom of marriage, assunning 
the name of her husband, as a farther oonfirmatiod 
thereof, did th^n and there to these presents set their 
hands* ^ 1-— — ' ' • - '- — ^-^ ^-^-^ — ^ 

In every case where a marriage shall occur of a 
female member of our Society with one not in mem- 
bership with us, the overseers shall report the case 
to the monthly meeting where she is a member, with 
the names of her parents and husband, and the time 
of the marriage, that her assumed name may be 
entered on the records of the monthly meeting. 



hoase of — • — , in the town of , in the presence of a conunittee apympW^ 

for that purpose by the tnonthly meeting of CNiid society, and the said A. B. * 
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MLAtmiBM Hi INftMSf aMmuema, «»4 



Upon the first of thijse twibJeMS, out iAje6t1»«d 4M 
ddeefi^y^ sittipfieity, and uliHty, be ^wr motives J aiw4 
fi^t ac^iriRbrtnity to the vain and €ihat)g>eiab)e fMhions 
of the worlds This i$ a pt»tnciple, the proptietjT rf 
vl^icfa) we appmhenc}) fio serious Christmn will fitenT't 
and iwitilst^ in ages of pHde and estfavageiibe » 
drains, the aAoption of- it itiaf Make i us a^ear aiilgcH 
htiv yci^ in i!eialtpn m^ m^ thia aiagularity is not 
liddiout^ use. It is in «oine q^^spiD^dts Hk^ a'faed^ 
about ttv, vrhich^ thotkgli in mhf not make die ground 
it endues, Mch^ndfruMful, yet it freqaentiy prO<*- 
veiKts thorn intimidoiis, bf- 'H«h^ch the labor of the 
husbandman ia^inju^ed, or destroyed. 
: The cotidnct U'hioh bur Society has adopted in thk 
respect, is in accordance with the testimony of the 
Scriptures of Truth : " Be not conformed to this 
" worfd, but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
^^ your mind/' was the adiriee of -the Apostles to thfe 
Christians who dwelt at the seat of Bonla& grandeur 
and luxury. 

And, again, in relation to the female sex : *^ I will,'' 
says he, ^^ that women adorn themselves in modest 
"apparel, with shamefacedness, and sobriety; not 
<< with broidered hair, or -gold, or pearls, or costly 
** array ; hut, which becometh women professing god- 
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'^imiki ^»Mi godd WoAs^i^feMj' ehw^iilg, that 
f^ikh ^mditkgB Ate eon^^ary to tbe prof^n^ion of 

The Apostle Petey, aluo^ is Very full in Ms «xhOf ^ 
CMiOMs^pon ^k Buhject ; ^ Whoste adotuilig,'^ saith 
he, '< lel ft jiot be tteit outward adorning olT plaitihg 
" the hair, a*d of weWiAg 6f gbld, 6t ^f putting on W 
^^ippwrel : \itLt let it h^e the hidden ifi^n of the heart, 
^itt that Which id nbf '6d¥riiptible, eveVi the OiMament 
"^ bf ^ meek and qui^ spirit, which is, in the mg^ <X 
*^ «6d, tyf grfeat pritie. 

It is, however, highly imfioTtSBtht, that 'ir6 shbtild 
tbf^fcaiti iti6te than th^ form of ^dlni^&d : and, 
wMsft Si^ aVoid a Conformity t6 this wo^ld, seek 
^elrliiat Diiine power which n^ili eiiable us to ftilfil 
the ottiei^ part of the exhortation • 

^* fib yb transfotmed by Ihd reiibWing of ybur thiiiii-, 
*^ th^ yb may prove what is that gopdj ahd )sicc^iit-> 
" able, and perfect will of God." 

ThCls, Imving our minds Ahd cobdbct )rigfady regu- 
M^, v^e i&haU fulfil another important ^^ostolic in<^ 
junction t *' Let not yottr good be evil ilj^ken of." 

Ih our addrisss, also, we ieUre bbund tb diifeir f#bih 
thid i/^otM, in sevens! respects ; sueh as using the sin- 
gblar nbrnbet iki speiaking to ia singte ^^irsbn ^ tmf 
dil?u^ of the app^ilatibb 6f master, misti^^s, &Ci in 
a ebmj^Iimentary manner, to such Ab do not statld in 
the^ i^elntiMii^ to us $ and bttr calling the monthd^ 
^d day^ of the week by • their h^m^rkd) namred, 
instead of those' Whseh arb deiivi^d firom^d iTba^i^ 
^bitiM, dib. 



56 PLAINKPfS Ilf DBApfi, ^OC* 

From these, and other erroneovs and.eoirttpt prac 
tices, the Spirit of Truth led our pjredecesBors. in re* 
ligious profession, and, we believe, will contiiiiie to 
lead us» ias we faithfully follow it. 

The origin of applying the plural . number to aa 
individual, and of giving complimentary titles to-one 
another, is to be traced to vanity and pride. 

Besides this consideration, our practice of using 
the singular nuipbcr to a single person,, is both more 
correct and perspicuous. Nevertheless, it is not by 
reason and propriety alone, that our conduct in these 
things, may be supported. 

Religion, if an attention to the precepts and prac- 
tice recorded in the Scriptures of Truth, .has a claim 
to that. name, alsp justifies our conduct* It was no 
doubt, in allusion to the complimentary, and not to 
the proper use of the appellations of Rabbi^ .Father, 
and Master, that our Lord prohibited the practice 
amon£:st his followers. 

Speaking of the disposition of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, he says, *' They love the uppermost roopis 
^^ at fea^ts^ and the chief seat3 in the synagogues, and 
^/ greetings in the marl^ets; and to be called of ipen, 
^' Rabbi, Rabbi ; but be not ye called Rabbi, for one 
" 19 your master, even Christ, and all ye are breth- 
** Ten/' . This is .also the case with respect to our re- 
fusing to call the days and months by Heathen names; 
a pragtice, which is contrary to the, injunction given 
to the Israelites :: 5^ In all things that I l^ave said unto 
^f you be circumspect ; and make no xpeiition of the 
*^ name of other gods, neither let it be hepI^f>^t^^ 
thy mouth/' 



We therefore tenderly e:diort all to consider seri^ 
ouriy the plainness and simplicity which the gospel 
enjoins; and to manifest it in their dress, speech, 
furnitare of their housesi manner of living, and gene- 
ral deportment. A declension herein . being attended 
with hurtful consequences in many respetts, beside 
opening the way for some of our youth more easily 
and unobservedly to attend places of public resorty 
for the exercise of sports, plays^ ai^ other pernicious 
diversions, from which, troth taught our ancients, and 
still teaches us, to refrain. ^I ,.. ; , 

And, in order that Friends who are active mem- 
bers of the Society, may be useful in their several 
stations, in checking the increase of deviations from 
plainness, as well as in removing those which already 
sorrowfully exist, it is affectionately desired, that 
they may evince their dedication to the Lord's cause, 
by the uprightness and consistency of their own ex- 
ample, showing forth a general moderation, and true 
simplicity in all things, becoming the followers of 
Jesus Christ : thus, they will be qualified availingly 
to labor in the vineyard ; to nip the early buddings 
of wrong things : and to prune away those that have ^ 
become stronger, and which, being suffered to remain, ' 
may entirely spoil the vine. 

But, should any so far depart from that simplicity 

which truth leads into, as to imitate and adopt the 

vain and extravagant fashions of the world, in speech, 

behaviour, apparel, the furniture of their houses, or 

in other respects, it is earnestly desired, that Friends, 

from time to time, when such things appear, take 

9 
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doe and pradeat oaie tfaerein } and dioald any so 
fer reject the tender admonitiona of their Friends, 
and the concern of the Society, as to continue in theii^ 
deviations, their cases ought to be brought to. the 
monthly meeting for further care and attention ; aiid 
if, after the necessary labor of the mbetin^;^ exv 
tended in the spirit of restoring love, in ai^der to 
convince them of the impropriety of their conduct, 
-and its oppositioB to the principles and aj^oved 
practice oS the Society, they cannot be reehnBied, 
they are to be disowned. 



^ 
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Fr^enbs shoirid keep to the.siiiiplicitj of Tiruth, 
and our anc^ot testimdny against the sij^rstitious 
iodto^nranoe of days and tim^B, and calling the days 
.And months by Heathen namesw . 

In order thiit the impprtanjce pf (his Christian tes- 
timony may be the more clearly discernedy the fol- 
iQwing account is recommend^ to the Berio^ con- 
sideration of Friends* 

A brief account of the origin of thB iiames^ com-^ 
monl^ ttsedi of some of |;he months in the ^ear, and 
of all Ibe days of the wMk^ 

h Janulary was so called frCHB Jaous, an aoLcient 
king of Italy, whom heathenish superstition had dei- 
fied ; to whom a teinple was bui^ and this in€mth 
dedicd^ted. 

2. February was so called from Febma^ a word 
denoting purgation by teicrifices ; it being usual in 
this month, for the priests of the Heathen god Paui to 
offer sacrifices, and perform certain ritetii conducing^ 
as was supposed, to the cleansing or purgation of 
the people. 

3. March was so denominated from Mars, feigned 
to be the god of war^ who^ Romulus, founder of the 
Roman empire, pretended was his fathes* 
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4. April is generally supposed to derive its name 
from the Greek appellation of Venus, an imaginary 
goddess, worshipped by the Romans. 

5. May is said to have been so called from Maia^ 
the mother of Mercury, another of their pretended 
heathen deities, to whom, in this month, they paid 
their devotions. 

6. June is said to take its name from Juno, one of 
the supposed goddesses of the Heathen. 

7. July, so calked from Julius CsBsar, one of the 
Roman emperors, who gave his name to this month, 
which before was called Quintilis, or the fifth. 

8. August, so named in honor of Augustus Csesar, 
another of the Roman emperors. This month before 
was called Sextilis, or the sixth. 

" The other four months, namely, September, Octo- 
ber, November, and December, still retain their nu- 
merical Latin names; which,. according to the last 
regulalion of the calendar, are improperly applied. 
However, from the continued use of them hitherto, 
aft well ^sfrdm the practice of the Jews before the 
Babylonish capativity, it seems highly probable that 
the method of distinguishing the months by their 
numeTitial ord^r only, was the most ancient, as it is 
the most plain, simple, and rational. 
' As the idolatrous Romans thus gave names to 
several of the months, in honor of their pretended 
deities, so the like idolatry, prevailing among the 
Biorobs, .induced them to> call the days of the week 
by' the ^name of the idol, which, on Uiat day,' they 
peculiarly worshipped. ^ . 



Hence ; the first day of the week they called SuiiJ- 
day, from their customary adoration of the sun 6b 
that day. - > 

The second day of the week they called Monday, 
from their usual custom of worshipping the moon on 
that day. 

The third day of the week they named Tuesday, 
in honor of one of their idols called Tuisco. 

The fourth day of the week was called Wednesday, 
from the appellation of Woden, another of their 
idols. 

The fifth day of the week was called Thursday, 
from the name of an idol called Thor, to whom they 
paid their devotions on that day. 

The sixth day of the weidk was termed Friday, 
from the name of Freya, an imaginary goddess, by 
them worshipped. 

The seventh day was called Saturday, from Seater, 
by them worshipped ; or from Saturn, an imaginary 
deity of the Romans. 

Seeing, therefore, that these appellations and names 
of days, months and times, are of an idolatrous or 
superstitious origin, contrary to the Divine command, 
the practice of good and holy men in former ages, 
and repugnant to the Christian testimony borne by 
our faithful friends and predecessors in the Trutli, 
for the sake of which they patiently endured many 
revilings ; let neither the reproach of singularity, nor 
the specious reasonings of such as would evade the 
cross of Christ, turn any aside from the simplicity of 
the gospel, nor discourage them from keeping to th^ 
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IftDgui^e of truth) in deiiommtftii^ the moBtfas imd 
days {according to the plain «iid numerical way of 
expression ; thereby following the example of oQr 
woordiy elders^ and comic^ up in a noble and honor- 
able testimony against those, and all oth^ remains 
of idolatry and superstition. 

Belieying that no xeligtous act can be aoceiptable 
to God unless produced by the inlhience of hja Holy 
.Spirit, our members cannot consistently join with 
any in the obsenrance of public fasts, feasts^ or whet 
are termed holy days ; or such injunctions apd fbrmd 
MB bre dovided by the will of man in thepe respects, 
nor conform, tQ the custom o^ illuminating ^boused, 
nor do any act as a mark of joy /or yiptory obtained 
in ii^ar, or for any oiher O€ca0ion of pubtiie rejoicing. 
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Thb manifeiMatiOB6 of the spirit of ti^uth, wheii' 
duly regarded, lead out of lK>iidage to the Bpirit id thisr 
world- ; but the i^Mrdinate loTe and- pursuit of motl&tf 
riches, often lead those who are captivated thereby 
into many difficulties and dangers, and obstvuet tbc| 
work of religion in the heart : And: in order that thc^ 
service of our religious Society may not be kssenec^ 
noF its reputation dishonored, by die imprudence 
of its members in their worldly engagementSr Icil 
them be careful not to engage in such business as 
they do not understand, and avoid extending their 
concerns beyond their abilities to manage, and at tho 
risk of otbws; nxti endeavor on all cccasMBS^ 
strictly to perforrar t&eir promises, and fulfil theiB 
contracts. 

It iis particularly advised that none ^^ make haste 
to^ be rich,'* by engaging in hazardous enteqpriiroa ; 
but that all content themselves with a plain aiM[.mode« 
rate way of living, consistent with ouor religious pron 
fession. When any amongst us err^ or ase in danger 
of erring, in these respects, let tbem be seasonably} 
and faithfully admonished:* 

it is recommended that Friends annually inspedt 
the state of dieir affairs and keep their accounts so 
clear and accurate, that they may, alj^any time^ easily 
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ascertain whether they live within the bounds of their 
circumstances. 

When any find that there is danger of their not 
having sufficient property to discharge their just 
debts, they should immediately consult with some 
judicious Friends, and, if they advise it, widiout loss 
of time, make th^ir circumstances ki^own to their 
creditors ; being careful to make a juot and equal 
distribution, avoiding the too cpmrnon and iajurioua 
practice of paying those who stand as securities^ in 
preference to other creditors. 

When any persons, by living above their means, or 
£rom a want of punctuality in fulfilling th^ir con- 
tracts, give overseers sufficient cause to believe that 
tbey are declining in their circumstances, apd likely, 
to. fail, it is advised that they be seaspQably treated 
with ; and if it appear rcquisitet coun/^elled to c^ 

• 

their creditors together without. delay. If, notwith-* 
standing this advice, tbey still peicsist, aqd run, iiito' 
embarrassment, to the injury of pthers^ and- to tbepr 
own disreputation, the monthly meeting to which 
they belong, is to be timely informed theireofy and the 
meeting should .proceed to treat with the^i* If (hifi 
labor also prove ineffectual, tbe.bieeting i$.attib^jr 
to disown them. 

Cases of public failure in .busineaii, should be 
brought to the monthly meeting, unless in cases whidh 
are attended with such circumsliancfife as shall induce 
the .overseers, and other concerned Friends, whom 
they may consult, to be united in proq>ect that it is 
unnecessaryi 
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And \idieD . inon&ly meetings, m eitamining the 
cabes of those who have fallen short of the [>a3mient 
of thieir just debts, discover conduct which brings 
a reproach on our religious Society, such offenders, 
after the extension of suitable labor, should be dis- 
owned^ unless they condemn their misconduct in a 
aatisfaetory manner; 

When failures occur, and the cases are under the 
care of monthly meetings, committees, appointed to 
visit the parties, are to make due inquiry in what 
manner their accounts have been kept, and how their 
deficiencies have happened, and report accordingly. 

Friends are advised to be cautious in receiving 
collections, or bequests, for the use of the poor, or 
other purposes of society, from persons who have 
fallen shorf of the payment of their just debts, al- 
though they may be legally discharged by the volun- 
tary act of their creditors ; for, until such persons 
have discharged their debts, their possessions cannot, 
in equity, be called their own. When failures of this 
kind occur, and the debtors decline making further 
payments towards the remaining balances of their 
justdebts^ when of ability to do it, the overseers, 
after extending the necessary labor, slfbuld inform 
the monthly meeting thereof, which ought to inquire 
the cause ; and if, after a tender and brotherly exami- 
nation^ it should appear that their circumstances are 
such, as to render it clearly ad viseable, that a farther 
payment be offered to the creditors, or that a state- 
ment of the dobtok'S' affkirs should be laid before the 

creditors, and the question submitted to them, whethei' 

10 
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A ^aymieQIt idatouU bo fnaite mt, t|iftt tine, or tefefared to 
a fiiAure day, tet uh^ice b^ giyeaio themwicbidm^Tl 
and ontbeir refusal, aft^ the /Gontmudd extjeiision df 
teader labdr, tbe mQjAh^y joe^lii^ in at.^er^ ta 
4idowti tbeni* 

. Wh#ft Frianflg aqi^ept tbo offica lif ;tirfiiatoe$'or as^ 
signees, they should be active in ooUeeting the eflSectB 
of tb0 estate, and puQctiml ia inakii^ ' speedy dis- 
tribution. 

When a^y iq profession with us are about isnter*- 
ipg into partnerships in trade, they should keep in 
.yi^w the propriety and safety of oonaectiiig them^ 
selves with members of our Society ; but shouiid any 
•friend become a partber with a perecoi not id menu 
b^rship with m, and a failure in the pepfQrma,nee af 
cfngagements, Qt neglect of the seasonable payment 
of just flebts CMH tbe part of the said partnership, 
phould give reQ.8onable occa9ioii for a procedure at 
l^w; in su0h case, a cr<^ditor, who may be a member 
of owx Society, shall be at liberty to prooeed aiscord- 
Wgly t it appearing very na^p^oper that ike u^ual 
course of justice should be obsjixucttod by any of our 
mepibers connectiBg theoisolvei^ witjb those who ud 
pctt ip profeision with us* 

And lc( all consider well thQ ground on Ivbioh they 
becoine endorsers, or joint securities ^ lest, foor WMlt 
pf due consideration,, a^ny iiw^v^ themflidiyee and 
families in ruinous circumstances^ aii4 risk their own 
peace of mind. 

It is affectionately d^irei,^ that FViendk may hie 
cautioui^ in all their ei^9.gap(ii&nts, aud not suffer 
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their minds to be captivated by an inordinate desire 
of riches ; remembering the observations made by 
the apostle in his day, and often verified in ours, that 
** They whd'^viB be rich, fair into temptation and a 
" snare :'' and erring from the faith, " pierce them- 
" selves through with many sorrows/' 

Even when riches, to any extraordinary degree, 
bttve been acMaiisedJby .thenmiccessful industry of pa- 
rdnts^ bow oftoE have they proved like wings to tbeir 
0litldfeQ;; carrying th^sn beyond the limitatioiis of 
larutli, f into liberties inconsistent with our Religious 
teistiaQdiiicsv arid sometimes into- enterprizies, which 
Have terminated in.irrdparrable damage to! their t^m-; 
petfal afiaats, atnd a sorrowful neglect of tbe great' 
ykmk of tbe souFs satvaticm. 
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As^ next to< our own oouls^ our children sxb the 
immediate objects of oar care and ooncenr^ ^parents 
and heads of families are entreated to lay .'ta.tidatt 
the great and lasting importance of a religious ^cfdu*' 
cation to the youth ; and to^ be solicitous thatri^eir 
tender and susceptible minds • may: be; impressed 
with virtuous principles, and a just senise :of the 
Divine Being, his wisdo(m> goodn^ss^ power^ and 
omnipresence* 

The importance of an early instruction in the law 
of God, is set forth with peculiar strength, clearness, 
and solemnity, in Deut. vi. 4th, &c. " Hear, O Israel, 
^' the Lord our God is one Lord, and thou shalt love 
" the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with 
^^ all thy soul, and with all thy might : and these 
*'' words which I command thee this day, shall be in 
*^ thine heart : and thou shalt teach them diligently 
^^ unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
^^ thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 

by the way, and when thou liest down, and when 

thou risest up." 

Although virtue docs not descend by lineal suc- 
cession, nor piety by inheritance, yet the Almighty 
graciously regards the sincere endeavors of those 
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parent8> whose -fdirly and pious- care is over their 
ofi^ring for:goo€l« Be ye» the?efore, examples to 
them i|i your oieetiiigS) your families, and employ* 
nientiSb Keep them out of the rain fashions, the cor-' 
nipt cuBtoms, and, unprofitable conversation of the 
world ; laboringi to convince their young and tender 
minds of the propriety of restraint, when' neceosary ; 
exhorting them in meekness, and commanding in 
wisdom:; and, as they advance in age, guard diem 
against reading plays, romances, and all other publi-» 
cations of a nature prejudicial to the promotion of 
Christianity ; likewise against public pastimes and 
dJhrersious; : 'iitll which have & tendency to draw the 
iQcdutious mind from a sensei of religious duty ; to 
bring it into • a state of alienation from the divine 
life ; and to deprive it of that inexpressible comfort 
and delight attendant upon the daily exercises of re- 
ligion and virtue. And be ye concerned to discharge 
your important and awful duty with scrupulous at* 
tention* It is often too late to warn the youthful 
mind of danger, when your own negligence,^ or in-^ 
dulgence, hath suffered your offspring to deviate from 
the path of simplicity. If you fail to suppress the 
early beginnings of undue liberty, how can you ex» 
pect a blessing on your endeavors, when farther 
deviations at length arouse your attention ? Early, 
therefore, add restraint to instruction, lest your 
children become so accustomed to improper indul- 
gences, as to slight and disregard your authority, 
when its exertion has at length appeared to you ab- 
solutely necessary for their safety and preservation. 
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tUcfir eftte^ iff 8ueb ejcttavagasef^ eofd ^icesMs 
asr/rire herein poibted oat^and pemst tbwcrin^ i dnvck 
gardifigthecobtiiiaed, tender labor df their friends 
to' bringi them' t9 a addBt of tkefir reUgioos diitgr$ 
mdntUjTmeeliDga^aore^lilierty to diffownttem. 

In muchrloTd to^tfaerrisinggeneratioii, tbe^ ai!6 ex?* 
korted to aroid * the man j yaftities and ^mtoarhtg e^r«< 
ruptionA to which they- ar6 ex|>oiedi : £earin:niiQdf 
dij&trjonthy'that' ^^the feajr of the Lord.JS the begin* 
hing'df wisdom.'^ Take the advice of religiously con- 
<Eenied parentsr^dardianis^ and friends ; .ererr^meni-t 
held ngv that . children ought to dbey th6ir paran ta m 
the liOrOy-and'that diaobedience hernia » a bareaoh:)9il[ 
the niDrallaw^^ahd'ofiensiire in the Divine sight*. 
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In conformity to repeated scriptyremjonction^ ttiid 
ftgi»bpiWy to fee ancient practice of Friends, the poor 
fimongstjuH^ claim> and ought to :receiye, our particu- 
lar aiid teikd» care and attentioHt and, in order that 
eompetent assistance niay;be afforded to this clasi^ 
tiot only by relieying their immediate necessities, but 
^y aiding them in such business as they may be best 
quaUfied for, each monthly meeting should have sea* 
fiomable collections made, and the money plaiccd in 
the hands of the treasurer af said meeting, for th^ 
exdasiye purpose of a45sistiag those <yf this descrip<« 
tion : and, as it* is reasonable to expect, from ^e 
yiessskudes fcttending hmnan Ufe, that "we shall al-^ 
Kays have more or less pocMr in our Society^ amongst 
whom may be some who have a peculiar claim to 
cinr sympathy, haying to stru^le with accumulated 
difficulties to support themselyes and their famiiies^ it 
is affectionately desired, that Friends may show a 
liberality, proportionate to their means, in ooi|trH>ut« 
ing to this beaeyolent purpo8ei» 

And, m ord^r that this ocmcern may be carrifod 
more ifuUy into effect, a suitable number of judieioiifi 
men and women Frieadis should be separated in each 
mbntlily s^eeting^ to inspiect into idi# necessities of the 
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poor, and those who may appear likely to require as- 
sistance ; and not only relieve their immediate neces- 
sities, but assist them in such employments as they 
may be capable of; in doing which, they are to pro- 
ceed with great tenderness to the feelings of those 
who are the objects of their appointment ; carefully 
avoiding any unnecessary disclosure of their names, 
br the assistance rendered them. 

And that Friends, appointed to the oversight of 
the poor, may be enabled to proceed in the manner 
above described, they should have the appropriation 
jof the fund herein alluded to, and the drafts on the 
monthly meeting's treasurer, signed by as many of 
the overseers of tl)e poor as the monthly meeting 
may think proper, should not designate the indivi- 
duals to whom assistance is to be, or has be^i ren-* 
dered ; but their proceedings are to be subject, at any 
timet to the. inspection of a committee of the monthly 
meeting. 

Overseers of the poor are tot^onsider it their dirty, 
to give particular attention, that the children/ of 
Friends, in low circumstances, bo furnished with an 
Opportunity of getting a competent portion of school-^ 
learning, to fit them for business. 
, And Friends are advised, in disposing of their es- 
tates by will, to consider of the propriety of applying 
a portion thereof to the use of the poor ; which the 
0stablishm'ent of thia fund will afford an opportunity 
of doling, and pllacing their, bequests under tbeimme* 
diate /care of the Society ; and, to aid them therein, 
tbi9 foUowing form of a bequest is inserted ; nynely. 
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I gire and bequeath (or if it be land, I give and 
deyise) unto A« B. treasurer of the fund established 
by the monthly meeting of , of the 

rcligi^U;^ Society pf Fi:ipn4f, %^,tl]ip. y^jtf poor 
Friends, and the asay^t^nc of tit^ose who are in strait- 
ened circumstances, within the limits of the said 
monthly meeting, and to his successor and successors 
in that trust ; and, if the said monthly meeting should 
be discontinued, the said bequest, (or devise) is to go 
to the qoarterfy HMfitbig td/wUchtltt mifkimfSkiSkly 
sMetmg beknged. Sot theiMme< p mrpmie* 
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BUQBIBERSHIP* 



Requests from those who desire to be received into 
membership, are to ^enintroduced .by the otersieerSy 
and read in the preparative meeting ; and, if no im- 
propriety appear in their being forwarded to the 
monthly meeting, they should be sent with the min- 
utes of the preparative meeting. 

The preparative meeting, or the overseers, are not 
to judge of a request so as to prevent its going to the 
monthly meeting, though either may observe to the 
requester any manifest obstruction ; but, should he 
continue desirous to have it laid before the monthly 
meeting, it is to be forwarded accordingly. 

The monthly meeting should appoint some suitable 
Friends to inquire into the life and conversation of 
the requester, and to take the necessary opportuni- 
ties with him, in order to ascertain whether the mo- 
tives for the request be sincere, and on the ground of 
convincement, and to report their sense thereon ; and 
when the meeting concludes to receive the person 
into membership, a minute to diat import is to be 
made, and two or more Fjriends are to be appointed 
to inform him of it. 
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Monthly meetings are to receiye into membership 
young children, whose parents are members, on the 
application of their parents, unless it should appear 
to the meeting ttoit. they cU^ not Idcely . to be educa- 
ted consistently with our profession. 

When the request is for children, one of whose pa- 
rents is a member and the other not, monthly meet- 
ings are to receire such children at the request of 
the parent who is a member, when there is a proba- 
bility of their being educated agreeably to our reli- 
gious profession. 
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A$ much inconvenience would be likely to result 
from a want of due attention to J^eeping^^a xeqord of 
births and deaths, monthly meetings are , annually to 
appoint a committee, of which one or more should be 
from each preparative meeting, to collect an account 
of all the births and deaths of members, which have 
occurred within their respective limits, during the 
preceding year ; to be by them handed to a Friend, 
appointed by the monthly meeting, to record them, 
in a book provided for that purpose. 

The form of the record is as follows, viz : 



BIRTHS. 



Names of 
children. 



When 
born. 



Names of 
the parents. 



Their 
residence 



DEATHS. 



Names of 
the deceased. 



When 
deceas'd 


Age. 


Parents' 
names. 



Late 
residence. 



Friends are to avoid the practice of handing vnne, 
or spiritous liquors, at our funerals, or partaking of 
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them at the funerals of others : and they are advised 
to demean themselves with that gravity which be- 
comes thos/@ solemn occasions* 

That burials may be accomplished in an orderly 
manner, monthly meetings are directed to appoint a 
committee to attend those of our Society, and the 
funerals of those not in membership with us, who are 
SiM^^n^d in oisr gmunds^ p^miissioli for die inestrment 
tMf fhe lattier is to to itybttiived ft^mt iMh commltldi; 
^hie^h is toisee that thely are coisduoted in a thamier 
tKefti3miiig the occasion, njid agtee«bly to tbe diipb(>- 
^oiffi before expressed^ This «comtnitte6 are also to 
itek^'i$ifflre that our burial grounds be properly mHrios^ 
yiy'aiMlcept 111 decent order. 

P^ifefids are touvmd the vain ^ttstom ef "v^dwing 
^ -gi^kig motirmng habiils^ wA all extmvagatit eoi^ 
penses aJboiftt tbe tntermeiit of the dei 



^afttf no firav^ ^ 



stones are to be placed in our burial grounds that 
shall exceed 8 inches in height above the surface of 
the crround, 5 inches in thickness, and 16 inches in 
width ; containing no inscription, except the name of 
the deceased, with the name of husband or wife, or 
parents, when desired ; and the date of birth and 
death. 
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When Friends have a prospect of removing, they 
should be careful not to suffer wrong motives to infhi- 
-ence their conclusions: and before such steps are 
taken as may close the way to receiving advice, they 
are advised to take the counsel of some of their ex- 
perienced friends, on the propriety of the proposed 
removal : and elders, overseers, and other concerned 
Friends, when they hear of any inclining to remove, 
are to consider it their duty, in brotherly love, to 
^^HMMmMmhi to observe the foregoing advice. 

When any renflH^BMMHdtariHHBV 
from the monthly meeting of which they are mem- 
bers, recommending them to the monthly meeting 
where they are going to reside, expressive only of 
their right of membership, and settlement of tempo- 
ral concerns; to be founded on inquiry made by a com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose, and the committee 
are not to confine their inquiries to the monthly 
jjjgcting where the person resides, if there be reason 
^-i-OJ; believe that his affairs are not settled in other 
places. If the certificate be for a recommended 
Minister, it should be expressive thereof. 

When a certificate of removal, to include both 
sexes, is to be prepared, a joint committee should be 
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appointed, to make the inquiry and prepare an essay ; 
and the certificate should be signed by the clerk of 
each meeting. 

When a certificate of removal is produced to the 
meeting to which it is directed, it shall be the duty 
of that meeting to accept it, unless there be some 
manifest obstruction ; and when accepted, the Friend 
recommended by it shall be a member of that meet- 
ing*/ 

Removal certificates should be forwarded for ap- 
prentices;, and others under age, who are placed within 
the/li|nits of another monthly meeting. 
: Monthly meetings are advised to extend due care^ 
tbmt .certificates of removal be seasonably forwarded^ 
to^thjO meetings to which they are directed. 
, ii^rtificates.of removal are to be presem^ed, by re-^ 
i^brd or otherwise, by the monthly meeting, ^(scepting 
tbem:;. and each; mel^tii^ shan^. ^^? records of aU 
certi&cates which it i^fiues. 









z 
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M1VBKB]«€S» AKm JUtfiKXRAVIOSd* 



Should differences arise between any members 0if 
our Society, about their temporal coecerns, aceMding 
to ancient and comely order, brother ougbt ttot ^ get 
to law with brother, except firom apparent and urgeaC 
ttecei^sity, as is berMfter expressed and limited; 
iramfely^ the party thinking he has reason of 4^Mii^ 
plaint, is to ^eak i» a eahaf) and friendly^ manciet^ 
OT) it he tire At a distance too great to^dio^ it in^pemson, 
b^shjM^Jd^v^aftte tofhe pwty by Whomhethink* bkuself 
kvfured, ^or in danger .fi^ WifSfitfig in ibis jQ$t idgfal$ 
endeavoring by gentle mealM, in a brotherly SMBHer, 
to obtain it ; but if this orderly proceeding prove in- 
effectual, either himself, or, if he live at a distance, 
some friend to whom he may write and empower on 
his behalf, should take one or more of the overseers, 
or other judicious Friends, and in like manner make 
the claim ; and the Friends accompanying the com- 
plainant are to use their endeavors to have the 
matter justly and expeditiously settled between the 
parties. Should the case appear to be a plain one, 
or a debt against which no reasonable objection is 
made by the debtor, they are to advise the party 
complained of to make satisfaction, without carrying 
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it either to arbitrators Or to the meeting : but should 
there appear to bo either unsettled differences in 
accounts, or cause for dispute, and they cannot 
effect a settlement between the parties themselves, 
they are to advise them to submit it to arbitration. 
If either party refuse to do this, such refusal ought 
to be represented to the preparative meeting by the 
overseers, or by the other party, if neglected by 
them ; previous notice of which is to be given to the 
person complained . of* . And, provided, the parties 
cannot, by the meetings care, be brought to an agrees 
ment, or to refer the subject to arbitration, the com* 
plaint should be carried from the preparative to the 
monthly meeting, previously notifying the party com- 
plained of. The first proceeding of the . monthly 
meeting should be, to inquire whether the beforemen- 
tioned gospel order has been duly observed : and if 
it has not, the complaint is to be referred back to the 
preparative meeting, and no notice of the subject 
taken on minute : but should it appear, that the ne- 
cessary care has been previously taken,, the monthly 
meeting is to appoint a committee, to have a confer- ^ 
ence with the parties, and to ascertain whether the 
case be attended with such circumstances, as will 
justify the monthly meeting, in advising it to be left 
to arbitration. Should this appear to be the case by 
the: report of the committee, the parties are to be 
again advised to submit the subject to arbitration^ and 
if either of them refuse to comply, the monthly meet- 
ing;after the necessary labor with the person refusing 

should proceed to disown him. 

12 
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When a case of difference has been diAiinitted to 
arbitration, the award ought to be Mat, InA^a it 
should appear notoriously evident, tlfiat the arbitra- 
tors iiitVe' njateriatly erred in their judgment or pro« 
ceedingSy or have not given sufficient opportunity of 
producing the necessary evidence in the case : where 
this appears evident to the monthly meeting, the quar- 
terly idecfting should be informed, that the monthly 
meeting has a ease befote it,, in which it desires as*^ 
sistance ; and the . quarterly iheeting is M appfdint a 
cmnmittee to sit with, and assist th^ monthly meeting 
therein ; and should it appear on mature considera- 
tion, that there is cause for dissatisfaction, a rehear- 
ing is to be granted by the same, or other arbitrators, 
ikttdl their award shall be finaU 

When arbitrator are chosen in any case, they 
ought, as speedily as may be$ to appoint time and 
place, and attend duly to the subject, giving the 
parties and their witnesses a full and fq,ir hearing, in 
the presence of each other ; thejr (Should aVoid unne- 
cessaLTy delay, and make the award withiti the time 
appointed. 

As there mdy be circumstances which would ren- 
der it unreasonable to require a compliance with the 
beforementioned procedure, such as, firstly, the party 
absconding, or leaving the country with the design 
of defrauding his creditors ; or, secondly, when the 
time it Mfould take to go through the meeting, might 
be a D^nifest damage to the creditor or claimant, as 
in cases of apparent danger of biMikruptcy, and the 
party being largely in debt, and other creditors gene- 
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raUy commeHoing mntMy bt otherwise iiecuring their 
demands; or when, by .the statute of liinitaiibn^ a 
cldLvm may be barred in law ; ory thirdly, wheii there 
may be danger of future dainage to those who may 
submit thereto, as in tj^e case of executors, adminis- 
ttjT'ators, trustees, or Friends who Btaod as security 
for those whb we |io,t i^ membership with .us{ it 
jmay therefore be necessary, and it is advised, that 
^monthly meetings hold excused such as shall appeatr 
to fthem to be thus necessitated to proceed at law^ 
and the parties a^e cautioned to conduct themselves 
towards each other, with decency and moderatioii, 
^without anger or animosity, which will be a b^onir 
ing testimony, even in courts, and show that nothing 
,but the nature of ,1;|;ie.case, and our common station 
with our neighbors, under the laws of the land, bring 
any of us there. 

If {^py pcrsoii ip membership with us, b)s^T\ arrest, 
or sue at .law;, another member, witho^ut proceqcUng 
in the manner herein before prescribed, he should be 
treated .with for it; and, unless l^emake saitisfaction^ 
^e is to be disowned. 

It is advised that persons, differing about tc$mpp^^ 
concerns, do, as seldom as may be, choose MJdplsters 
for arbitrators. 

And as it is our duty to seek peace with all men, 
and 'to avoid giving provocation, or }ust offence tp 
any, it is advised that Friends do ^ot go to law with 
.others not of our professiop, without due iCiOinsidera- 
lion, and having s^fficient ^use for fX} jopanifesting, 
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in contested cases, a decided preference for a settle- 
ment by arbitration. 

Friends ought to give no just cause for others to 
go to law with them ; but they should carefully com- 
ply with their promises and contracts ; and, when 
they have reasons for objecting to a demand, they 
should show a readiness to settle it between them- 
selveS) or submit it to reference. 



S'c^- 



BCBXPTVUIEM OF TSE OU^ AUD NEW 

TJBSTAMJEJITS* 



It is afiectionately recommended to Friends, espe- 
cially parents and heads of families, to endeavor, 
both by precept and example, to impress on the 
minds of the younger class, a due regard and esteem 
for those excellent writings, the scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments ; and to advise them fre<}uently 
to read and meditate therein, and, at proper seasons, 
to instruct them, that the same blessed experience of 
the work of sanctification, through the operation of 
the Spirj^t of Truth, to which they clearly beiax tes- 
timony, is to be witnessed now, as in former ages, 
by all who attend to its manifeptations. . Thus, by 
the Divine blessing on this pious care, their youthful 
minds may be led into a firm belief of the Christifp 
religion, as held forth in the Scriptures, find particu- 
larly in those parts which relate to th.e miraculoy s 
birth, holy life, blessed example, doctrine and pre- 
cepts, of our Lord sx^d Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Ac^REEABLY to tfae directioos giv^n to the meeting 
for sufferings, to take the oversight of all writings 
proposed to be printed, which relate to our religious 
principles and doctrines. Friends who may have such 
publications in view, are to lay them before that 
meeting for its advice arid concurrence. 

Should any of our members print or publish' any 
writing again£tt the advice of the meeting for suffer- 
ings, or which tends to excite disunity, and discord 
amongst us, they should be treated with, and, if they 
<cannot be convinced of the iflnpropriety of their con-- 
4uct, and condcn;iri the sapie to the satisfaction of th^ 
monthly meeting, they should be disowned. . 

It is incumbent on parents and heads of fiamilieSj 
to prevent, as much as possible, ajjl those under their 
'direction, from perusing publications which may tend 
to weaken their confidence in the Christian religion^ 
or may excite doidbts concerning the authenticity of 
the Scriptures, and those important truths declared 
in them ; Jest their inexperienced minds should be 
j>oisoned thereby, and a foundation he laid for the 
greatest evils. 

It is also enjoined on all tibe me^mbers o( our reli- 
gio^8 Society^ to discoqrage «nd suppress the read- 
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Ing of plays, romances, and all other torrupting 
books, tha^ have a tendency to awaken and invigorate 
those evil propensities ^^ which war against the soul,'' 
and which it is the duty, as well as the interest, of 
every Christian mind to ]|eop in subjection. 

Printers an^ booksellers, in membership with us, 
are cautioned pgainst printing, selling, or lending, 
such books. 



fS^ 



ftCSIOOLS. 



As it 18 important that suitable schools for the 
right education of our youth, should be established, 
Friends are advised to cherish a liberal disposition, 
and iiiake such provision as may encourage well- 
qualified persons to engage in this arduous employ- 
ment. For want of teachers of this description, 
there is reason to apprehend, that children have 
sometimes been committed to the care of persons, 
whose example and influence have betrayed them 
into principles and habits, which have had an inju- 
rious effect on them in more advanced life. 

Friends should endeavor to procure teachers of 
our own religious profession, who are not only quali- 
fied to instruct the youth in school-learning, but to 
co-operate with the Society in their religious en- 
deavors to excite in them a love of virtue, and to 
afiford them the good example of a conduct consist- 
ent with our principles. 

Friends are desired to be careful in the choice of 
suitable school-books, and to select such as are cal- 
culated to direct the susceptible and tender minds of 
youth in the pursuit of piety and virtue ; and it is 
earnestly advised, that the Scriptures of Truth be 
frequently read in our schools. 



SCHOOLS. 89 

For the promotion of these desirable objects, it is 
recommended to preparatiye meetings, or when their 

to open subscriptions for permai^t school funds, to 
be placed under the care of committees, in order 
that more attention may be given to the religious edu- 
cation of the youth of our Society ; and it is earnestly 
desired, that Friends may be increasingly impressed 
with the importance of this incumbent duty. 
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CHiij>|9^if ^ who are. icftembera of our ^pciety^ should 
be placed, by their parents or guardians, with Friends, 
unless, after due inquiry, no suitable place can be 
found; when application should be made to the 
monthly meeting for advice, which is to appoint a com- 
mittee to render the necessary assistance ; and, if a 
place can be found where the child may be educated 
agreeably to our profession, the tuition being reserv- 
ed to the parent or guardian, the monthly meeting is 
at liberty to act therein as it may judge right* 

Should parents or guardians proceed contrary to 
these directions, they should be treated with, as those 
-who disregard the concern of society. 

It is advised, that Friends who take children or 
apprentices, give a preference to our own members, 
and that they be moderate in their terms, that the 
children of Friends in low circumstances, in an espe- 
cial manner, may be brought up to such trades and 
business, as may, with a blessing on their prudence 
and industry, procure them a comfortable living. 

It is the incumbent duty of Friends to instruct all 
children placed under their care in school-learning, 
to fit them for business. 

;:i 
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Cinii CM^TJBRBinEllT. 



FRf BNps are advised to deinean themsel.Tep; circum- 
^P^^y towax^s aUmeUt in the p^aceab^o spirit of tb^ 
gospel, t<? ayoid political cpntroveresiesj or giripg jvst 
ocjcai^oii Qf.pffi^Qce to those in goyerpm^nt £ . if we 
4;^^U ia;thQ principle, of Truth, oin? testimopies; i^iU 
be preferred to every temporal cppsideTajticiB, apd 
Fi'ijondf ar/^ ten^^ly and earnestly advised not to ac- 
cept p|$^^^ of profit 9Ad honor in the governn^ent^ . 
. Friends are '- not to' receive unlawful ' interest, or be 
i^oncemed in any trade contrary to law ; or in any- 
wise encourage such practices in others. 
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SUFFERIlfOS. 



As, in support of our Christian testimonies, Friends 
are sometimes brought into suffering, they are ten- 
derly adtriied and exhorted, whela I'eqiliditions repug- 
nant to our principles are msA^, th*t th^y do Hot, by 
any indirect means, attempt to eVade tiieiii ; ?btt.t, itk 
the spirit of meekness, patietitly and eheerftil)y siib^ 
mit ; for, by such a temper only, Mre tbA show that 
Wei stiffer for conscience' sake, > . 

Friends should keep an accurate account of their 
sufferings, ^pecifyifag the su*^ the *itae #li^ taken^, 
for what, and by whom ; to be h^nddd fd, and care- 
fully iiispccted by a ctWiimittee of the tribnfthly mdfeft- 
ing ; and, if appn^^bd, the particulif s 'a¥fe '16 he fe^ 
corded in a book kept by the meeting for that pur- 
pose : the statement of the amount, and the cause for 
which it Was taken, are to be sent from the monthly 
to the quarterly suid yearly meetings. 
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l^«i£!rBS shwild be provided #ithwiBdja«l be 
<fcWfefiil to renew them as (yften as ocicask^tf tttky r^- 
-^fcrijhd J t6 dispose of iheir property rttcdrdiiig to jiis^- 
tice, that it may tend* to their satisfaction and jj^eace^ 
and the promotion of harmony in their families. 
They are advised, on such occasions, as a prudent 
measure, to consult some of their judicious Friends, 
with respect to the disposition of their estates. 

The making of suitable wills, in time of health, 
may prevent the subject from claiming attention on 
a sick bed, when the Ijonlnd should not be diverted from 
a solemn consideration of the awful period of life. 

As much may depend on the confidential trust of 
executorship, both with respect to a due care of the 
j{)r6pi6¥ty, as 'well as the edticrftion - and ivelfate of 
ehiMMft ill their aaJddllty, 'Pi^tenfds shoilld be carefUl 
Sn Whdm they pl&ce ^th&t impbrtkht charge. 

^Per^drlSetoployed to draft trilte shduld'be/if good 
tfe¥^tfe,'ttnd liaVe a iroflipeteflt knowledge of ^hestib- 
jdct. /Wais ^bhodld ccfAtain a clause tempdWeWii^ 
eXfecutori* to' i^ubmit to reference lall disputed matter]^ 
rttldtive-to'the estAte; andeXectttorsand atdminiirtra- 
'tdt& ^^ tb^hdve a ffill, clear, and ^effect 'inventory 
^ flife estate itei^e 6tit as "^soon ^fes it ban be con- 
veniently accomplished.' 
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All concerned in wills and settlements, are advised 
to a punctual and faithful discharge of their respec- 
tive trusts, according to the intent of the donors^ or 
testators. 

Meetings, concerned in any charitable gifts, lega- 
cies, or bequests, for the use of the poor, or other 
purpofifes of the Society, should take special care that 
they be not appropriated to any other use than such 
as the donors, or testators, have directed or enjcHoed, 
by l^^al settlement, will, or testapient. 
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To commemorate tl^e; lives of the righteous, is a 
tribute due tp their memory, and may prove an incen- 
tive to the living tp emulate their virtues. . Should a 
monthly meeting prepare; p. memorial concerning a 
deceased member, it may be sent to t^e quarterly 
meeting; and should the quarterly meeting, after 
careful attentioin,; approve of it j it is to be forwarded 
to the meeting for sufferings for inspection ^and cor- 
rection, and then be laid before the yeiprly meeting, 
uDless the meeting for sufferings should, in some in- 
stances, deem it inexpedient. 
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TITE.i:§ OF IiAlOMl. 



. It is recommended to quarterly and monthly meet' 
ings to make timely and careful inspection into the 
titles' of meeting. houses, burial-grounds, and other 
estates, which have been vested in trustees for the 
lise and benefit of the Society, or of any of it$ meet- 
ings, that in case the death of any trustees, or other 
circurnstanceis, should render it necessary, seasona- 
ble care may be taken to appoint others to the trust, 
that f\iture difficulties, and the risk of being deprived 
of such estaties, may be avoided. ' Quai'terly . and 
niorithly meetings are to teep correct records of all 
such trusts arid coriveyarices ; and also a clear arid 
fegulai* account of the place where, and the persons 
with whpni the papers, minutes, arid records, belong- 
ing to our religious Society, are deposited; arid due 
care should be taken to lodge them with suitable 
Friends. 
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AlETHOD OF ESTABLiSHHV O DU€t^IiIinB« 



When any proposition is made for a change of the 
discipline, the women's yearly meeting is to appoint 
a committee to act therein, in conjunction with one 
from the men's yearly meeting : which joint com- 
mittee is to report to both the men's and women's 
meeting : and no alteration is to be made in the dis- 
cipline without the consent of both said meetings. 
, Proposal^ for alteration of the discipline, may 
originate in either the men's or women^s yearly or 
subordinate meetings, and when such propositions 
originate in a quarterly or subordinate meeting, it is 
to have the concurrence of both the men's and wo- 
ip^en^^. meetmgs in its progress to the yearly meeting. 
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